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How it started? 



“Rural areas are the fabric of our society and 
the heartbeat of our economy. They are a core 
part of our identity and our economic potential. 

We will cherish and preserve our rural areas 
and invest in their future.” 

Ursula von der Leyen, President of the European Commission

We firmly believe that innovations and technology 

can not only turn rural areas vulnerabilities into 

opportunities but also secure the future of these 

areas.

Why Rural 
ClimAccelerator? 



Rural 
ClimAcelerator
Innovation at the 

Service of European 

Rural Areas



Rural ClimAccelerator  Topics
Supporting Rural Areas Needs

Climate Resilience & 
Ecosystem Restoration

Strengthening  the capacity of rural territories to adapt to drought, wildfires, desertification, 

biodiversity loss and other climate - related risks, while restoring natural capital and ecosystem 

services.

Enabling innovative business models, green entrepreneurship and new value chains that diversify rural economies, 

create jobs and strengthen the capacity of rural areas to attract and retain people, skills and investment.

Sustainable Agriculture, 
Soil & Water Resilience

Supporting  farmers and rural communities to improve productivity and resilience while 

reducing pressure on water, soil and natural resources through regenerative practices and 

innovative technologies.

Circular Bioeconomy & 
Local Value Creation

Turning  agricultural, forestry and food - system residues into new resources, products and 

revenue streams, keeping more economic value within rural territories and supporting 

diversified rural economies.

Clean Energy & Rural 
Energy Communities

Enabling  affordable, decentralised and locally managed clean energy solutions that 

strengthen rural energy resilience, reduce costs and create opportunities for communities and 

local businesses.

Rural Connectivity, 
Mobility & Access to 
Services

Improving physical and  functional connectivity so rural residents can access essential services, 

employment and economic opportunities, while making rural territories more attractive places 

to live and work.



Climate Resilience & 
Ecosystem Restoration

Sustainable Agriculture, Soil & 
Water ResilienceCircular Bioeconomy & Local 

Value Creation

Rural Connectivity, Mobility & 
Access to Services

Our Innovators

5

5

4

21
Startups

2

Clean Energy & Rural Energy 
Communities

5



 Climatic Solution  Pilots Needs



Startup Double Valley of Death

The EU Startup and Scaleup Strategy - Choose Europe to start and scale, May 2025 





Policy framework

1. RURAL DEVELOPMENT

Bridge between three EU agendas

WHERE & FOR WHOM

2. INNOVATION & 
COMPETITIVENESS

3. GREEN / CLIMATE 
TRANSITION

HOW EU CONNECTS & SCALES WHY NOW THIS MATTER



1. RURAL DEVELOPMENT
2. INNOVATION & 
COMPETITIVENESS

3. GREEN / CLIMATE 
TRANSITION

Big picture: Triple  Challenge

UNTAPPED POTENTIAL THE TESTING GAP THE IMPLEMENTATION GAP



One challenge 

Three dimensions

One opportunity

What if rural challenges could become opportunities 
for European innovation?



OUR CALL

What if: Rural areas have the potential 

to become hubs of innovation and 

experimentation?



ECO’s
Proposal  to  transform  depopulated  

European  towns  into  living  labs  where  

impact  scaleup  can  test  green  tech  

solutions  in  real  escenarios,  creating  

compound  results  impact

Climatic Living Lab  

Real Life 
Validation

Rural Economic 
Impact

Cocreation 
Space

Showing the big picture

oikos=hom

e



Looking Ahead 
 Ecos:  A Scalable Living 

Lab Model



01

02

03

A  REMINDER  OF  THE  SEQUEL  OF  SERVICE  AND  PRODUCTS  EVOLUTION

RURAL 
CLIMACCELERATOR

ECO’S

EU GREEN CAPITALS
NETZERO CITIES
MISSION CITIES

CLIMATE NEUTRAL CITIES

GREEN TRANSITION PROTOTYPE GREEN TRANSITION 
SCALE UP

2030 2050



Our next steps

Validate Eco’s approach 
and find our allies for 
implementation

1.Prepare 1.Prove 1.Connect 1.Replicate



+34 6858012801

Let’s Connect

Valencia Innovation Capital C/ de 
Joan Verdeguer 116, 46024
VLC -  SPAIN

info@ecos - project.eu

www.ecos - project.eu
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