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Strengthening rural businesses for a more 
competitive Europe: creating value through 

business support, territorial assets and social 
economy



Housekeeping rules

video ON, 
microphone OFF 

Rename: Name-Surname-Org-
MS

Raise your hand: Be active!

Meeting is recorded

Presentations from speakers and a highlighs report will be 
available on the event webpage and sent by email



Rural competitiveness: 
different conditions, significant potential

Sources: European Commission, SWD(2021) 166 final; Sasso, S. & Perpiña Castillo, C. (2025), Entrepreneurship in the EU: key insights into business dynamics in rural regions, European Commission, JRC143536.



Agenda



Who is here today?  

► 18 speakers

► Significant interest: over 330 applications from 25 EU countries and 12 
non-EU countries
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Total

12%

4%

5%

1%

12%

21%
9%

13%

18%

5%

Type of organisation
Academic/research institution

Citizen

EU Institution

International Organisation

Local Action Group (LAG)

Non-governmental / civil society
organisation
Other

Private Business

Public authority

Rural/CAP Network



Who is here today?  

IMPORTANT

• 44% of participants do not get 
information from the Rural Pact

• 44% of participants are not 
YET in the Rural Pact 
Community Platform

Scan me

Join the Rural Pact Community Platform - https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en 
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Setting the scene: EU initiatives supporting 
rural competitiveness
Five complementary perspectives on how EU policies and initiatives can help rural businesses innovate, grow and create value.
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Different policy levers  →  activating rural potential
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