
Annual Work Plan 2026
Rural Pact Support Office

Enrique Nieto

Team leader, Rural Pact Support Office (RPSO)

RPCG Meeting 07

5 May 2026



The Rural Pact – a space to work together

Rural Pact: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en 

Rural Pact

More 4 000
members

27
EU Member States 

& other

7
Governments 

committed

13
Community

Groups

Rural Pact Coordination Group Rural Pact Support Office

Community Groups

Youth Energy Tourism
Culture & 
creativity

Depopulation

Innovating 
rural policy Mobility

Social 
Economy

Migrants Mountains

Women
Smart 

Villages
RPCG

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en


The Rural Pact – a space to work together

Rural Pact: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en 

954

417

305

253 227 218 203 186 183
135 128 114

85 83 73 68 64 62 51 44 42 38 30 25 25 24 18 15 15 10

Non-
governmental / 

civil society 
organisation

26%

Academic/Researc
h institution

15%

Private Business
14%

Public authority
13%

Local Action 
Group
10%

Citizen
9%

individual 
capacity

9%

EU institution
2%

International 
organisation

1%

National Rural 
Network

1%

Other
0%

By 15 April 2026
n: 4 095

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/index_en


The Rural Pact Support Office

Rural Pact 
Support Office

Policy Labs and
 National RP events
RP in my country

Good Practice 
Webinars

Rural Pact 
Coordination Group

Animation 
Networking

Website, Social 
Media

Magazine, Policy 
Briefings, Project 
Brochure, Newsletters

Actions for the Vision 
and  Political 
commitments

Good Practices and 
Country Pages



Activities in 2026 (Focus)

Providing a space to exchange about how to respond comprehensively to 
rural needs, promoting the development of integrated strategies for rural 
areas, and inspiring the future NRPPs, with good practices of innovative 
interventions in various domains;

Build capacities of Rural Pact community members to take a proactive role 
in the partnership to be created on the development of the NRPP in their 
countries, to favour a comprehensive response to rural community needs.



Activities in 2026 (National level work)

A network of 26 RPSO national partners

► Raise awareness of the Rural Pact (mapping, meetings, missions)

► Help strengthen participation of rural actors in the Rural Pact

► RP in my country

Advance with Rural Pact in Member States



https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/events/upcoming_en   

Rural Pact events

Good Practice Webinars (online)

> Territorial instruments - (LEADER/CLLD, Integrated Territorial 
Investments, and Smart Villages): lessons for the future: 22 
Apr 2026 (more info)

> Generational renewal beyond farming: Empowering 
youth, supporting elders: 10 Jun 2026 (EoI open until 22 May)

> Unlocking rural competitiveness (17 September – tbc)

> Rural resilience in a changing world (26 November – tbc)
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Rural Pact events

High-level Rural Policy Forum

> Focus on Integrated national and regional rural strategies and 
LEADER (Ireland) – 3&4 November 2026

Policy Lab (in person – 100 pax)

> Anchoring rural areas in the National and Regional Partnership 
Plans (Brussels): 03 June 2026 (more info)

> Tentative: Boosting the rural economy with the NRPPs (Finland):              
29 Sept – 01 Oct (tbc)
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Rural Pact events

National Rural Pact Events

Rural Pact in my country (webinar)

FRANCE: Under discussion with national stakeholders. End of the year - tbc

LATVIA: Integrated national rural strategies in Latvia 11 June 2026 (hybrid) - tbc

POLAND: Engaging stakeholders in the NRPP process in Poland. 19 June 2026

Flanders- BE: Under discussion with national stakeholders date tbc 
(2nd half of year)

HUNGARY: Under discussion with national stakeholders date tbc (2nd half of year)
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Newsletter

> 11 editions per year

Rural Vision Magazine
Available in all official EU languages

> Editon #4 (in 2026)

Policy Briefing
Available in all official EU languages

> How to foster integrated approaches for rural areas in NRPPs

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/publications/search_en 

Rural Pact publications

Project Brochure (quarterly) NEW! 

> Place-based innovation in rural areas (March 2026)

> Housing (June 2026)

> Integrated rural development (September 2026)

> Generational renewal beyond farming (December 2026)
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Community Groups

Become a member: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en 

13 Community Groups in the platform

Energy, Culture, tourism, smart villages, depopulation, 
innovating rural policy, mobility, social economy, youth, 
migrants, mountain, women, smart villages
 692 members joined community groups until 15 March

 43 discussions were posted across all CGs in Q1

196

151 149 143 143 130
104 97

78 72 68 57 45
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> 40 GPs per year

> Types: projects; methodologies; case 
studies; policy; tools

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/good-practice/search_en 

Good Practices & News

> News items (funding, events, policy developments, etc)

> In-depth articles (RPSO or other Authors on publications, event 
outcome, etc)

News: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/news/search_en 

Good Practices News
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Country pages: https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/countries_en 

Rural Pact Community Platform tools

> Examples, initiatives, and actions that realise the Pact 
at national and regional levels

> Austria, Portugal, Greece, Italy, and Lithuania

Knowledge Hub

> One-stop-shop for relevant resources to the EU rural 
vision, developed by key rural stakeholders

> 100+ resources

> Types: tools; studies; guides; databases; research

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/knowledge-hub_en 

Country pages
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https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/commitments_en 

Actions for the vision

Stakeholder actions

Voluntary stakeholder actions towards the shared goals of the rural vision

Types: policies & advocacy; capacity building & knowledge; events & 
networking; local projects; other

Who can submit an action: everyone, either in individual or 
organisational capacity; need to be/become member of the platform

Why submit an action?

> Gain pan-European visibility for your action 

> Inspire others to act

> Bring up key rural needs, demonstrate power of rural action, and 
influence political agendas
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Expert work

RPSO expert support for

 Rural Pact events organised by third parties; 

 scoping papers: 

 background papers; 

 reports and studies; 

 factsheets; 

 introducing the rural pact to third parties; 

 etc. 

Mapping on the implementation of Smart Villages: Interview 

with key stakeholders 

Expert support to the Conference The future of rural 

development policy after 2027 



www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en

Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en 
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