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Purpose & structure of the session

► Short presentation (10’) on the overview of how far the provisions 
of the RPCG Declaration are integrated in the new MFF Regulation;

► Discussion Part 1 (40’):

▪ Safeguarding support for rural areas: including ring-fencing of funds

▪ Discuss the role of local development (LEADER, Smart Villages)

▪ Any other topics suggested by RPCG members

► Discussion Part 2 (20’): Exchange on joint actions

Expected outcome: Joint Position Paper developed based on the a 
outcomes of today’s discussion + Concrete actions to take it forward



Overview of integration of key components

► The key provisions / statements in the Declaration are 
reviewed on ‘how far they are integrated in the new 
MFF Regulation’ (observations for discussion)

► Green: Included, Yellow: Partly, Red: Not included

► Where does it appear?

► How should it be modified -> Specific track-changes in 
the text of the Regulation



Provisions already integrated

► 3.1.2 Funding for rural development policies, should 
also come from a combination of European, national, 
and regional sources. 

► 3.8. Give flexibility to Member States in defining rural 
development priorities and strategies

► 5.2 Allow flexibility in the application processes for 
local beneficiaries Introducing results-based payments 
and using Simplified Cost Options (SCOs, such as unit 
costs and lump sums). Performance-based funding 



Provisions partly integrated

► 1. The future of rural areas is a concern of our whole society 

► 2. Rural challenges need urgent responses 

► 3.1.3 Rural stakeholders should be closely involved in designing 
relevant policies. 

► Strengthen the linkages between EU support and rural 
movements 

► 4.1a Concrete rural development strategies at EU level 

► Inter-institutional stuctures



Provisions not integrated (1)

► 3.1.1 The importance of rural proofing of various 
policies. 

► 3.2a Reinforce LEADER 

► 3.2b Reinforce Smart Villages

► 3.5a Compulsory 30% allocation of EU funds must be 
allocated to rural areas and rural communities, for 
rural development goals beyond agriculture. 

► 3.6. Make a higher minimum allocation of funds 
through the CLLD approach compulsory 



Provisions not integrated (2)
► 4.1b Concrete rural development strategies at EU, 

national and regional levels

► 4.2 DG RURAL / Rural Pact Model 

► 5.1. Strengthen capacity at the local level through 
dedicated funding and technical support 

► 5.4. Support rural communities in innovation and 
international exchange

► 6.2 EU funds should be tagged by sector and territory 
[…].Territorial tagging should also consider the 
specificities of rural areas 



Provisions not yet in ‘focus’

► 4.3. Build capacity for Managing Authorities in rural 
development and rural proofing 

► 5.3. Provide seed funding for project preparation and 
idea development (already in SVNS position) 

► 6.1. Build on existing monitoring frameworks and data, 
and consider qualitative aspects (qualitative aspects)



What we’d like to focus on today

► 3.2a Reinforce LEADER 

► 3.2b Reinforce Smart Villages

► 3.5a Compulsory 30% allocation of EU funds must 
be allocated to rural areas and rural communities, for 
rural development goals beyond agriculture.

► 6.2 EU funds should be tagged by sector and 
territory […].Territorial tagging should also consider 
the specificities of rural areas 



Question of 
ring-fencing

► The ‘How?’ is of 
critical importance

► “Annex XX”



State-of-play of Pillar 2 funding
► Study on funding for EU rural areas, Written by ÖIR, CCRI, and 

ADE (2024)



No territorial tagging

► Only 18% is geographically allocated (21% in current programming)



NUTS3 regional tagging is not representative
► There are many rural communities in 

urban regions

► There are urban areas in rural regions

► Study (N. Redeker t al. (June 2024): 
Fixing Cohesion How to Refocus 
Regional Policies in the EU) shows 
places cohesion funding goes to 
”paces that are not particularly needy 
and benefit people at the upper end 
of the income distribution’, rather 
than reducing regional and social 
inequalities 



LEADER: ELARD position/ amendments

► Earmarking of LEADER Funds

► Beneficiaries not just farmers

► Clarify linkages between LEADER and CLLD (currently 
two separate articles -  with no clear linkages)

https://elard.eu/elard-calls-on-the-european-commission-to-safeguard-leader-
clld-in-the-2028-2034-mff/
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Smart Villages or ‘smart small communities’
► To much better integrate under NRP Plans / Cohesion Policy to ensure 

that the smallest (rural) communities (below 5,000) receive sufficient 
integrated multi-annual support – smart small communities based on 
‘smart villages’ lessons.

► Creating much better multi-level governance linkages: urban-rural, 
village-municipality, local-regional 

► It is included under ‘territorial cooperation’ (smart-village strategies) - 
Dedicated article is needed under this section that elaborates: 
participatory (inc. local authorities, civil society, private), multi-annual 
(local long-term planning), ownership by local communities - 
Earmarking of funds within NRP (5%)

► Also in an ‘experimental’ way under European Competitiveness Fund 
(Window 2) – EU-level selection of communities – leverage 
nationa/regional funding

SVNS Position Paper

Dedicated Article:



Discussion Part 1: Position Paper

▪ Safeguarding support for rural areas: including ring-
fencing of funds

▪ Discuss the role of local development (LEADER, Smart 
Villages)

▪ Any other topics suggested by RPCG members



Discussion Part 2: Joint actions
► Develop a Joint RPCG Position Paper: the paper could outline the key 

amendments for integrating the main missing points from the RPCG declaration into 
the post 2027 proposals. 

► EU-level: Paper to be circulated with the EC (President and relevant commissioners), 
EP, and Council. Follow up: meetings with EP Intergroup on Rural, Mountainous and 
Remote Areas; MEP breakfasts, Meetings of Chair and Vice Chair with high level 
representatives of EC (commissioners), Council (presidency), EP and appointed 
rapporteurs for the MFF from these institutions

► RPCG members could circulate the paper with relevant government representatives 
involved in the negotiations from national and regional levels

► Advocacy actions from RPCG members at national and regional levels 
promoting the shared position: Individual meetings with key government 
representatives involved in the negotiations, Organise events …

►
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