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1. Introduction 

This document summarises the outcomes of the networking session held on the first day of the Rural 

Pact Conference in Kortrijk/Courtrai, Belgium, on 16–17 September. Members of the Rural Pact 

Coordination Group organised a series of thematic corners designed to foster exchange and reflection 

on key topics.  

During the session, participants were invited to propose tentative actions to help advance the EU’s long-

term vision. These actions included both new initiatives that emerged from discussions within the 

networking corners and existing initiatives aimed at informing the wider community or attracting 

additional partners and support. Participants recorded their proposals on ‘Action Cards’, which also 

provided space to share contact details and facilitate follow-up and collaboration after the event. 

This report presents the key insights gathered from the ten networking corners and summarises the 

proposed actions submitted by participants through the ‘Action Cards’. 

2.1. Bringing the Rural Pact at local level through LEADER Local Action Groups 

(LAGs)  

Organiser: European LEADER Association for Rural Development (ELARD) 

Participants in the networking corner emphasised that Local Action Groups (LAGs) are already uniting 

diverse partners, sectors, and, in some cases, funding sources. Their full potential can be realised if 

their role is more clearly recognised and valued within national and European policy frameworks.  

Furthermore, LAGs can serve as effective replicators of the Rural Pact, disseminating its principles 

and adapting them to local policies and contexts. They also play an important reverse role by bringing 

bottom-up insights to higher levels, showcasing best practices and examples from the ground. In 

addition, LAGs can mobilise their members to act as Pact ambassadors, thereby strengthening 

ownership and visibility across rural communities.  

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Exotic plant 

cultivation to help 

combat climate 

change 

An ongoing Conference and agri-fair 

on the cultivation of exotic plants in 

the EU to help combat climate change. 

More info: www.lagbura.hr  

Ongoing Ana Mamić – LAG Bura 

(Croatia) 

lagbura@gmail.com 

Bank of good 

things 

A portal for LAG's inhabitants to 

exchange ideas for businesses and 

availabilities to help each other. 

Idea Iulian Basu - Colinele 

Iasilor (Romania) 

iulian.basu@gmail.com 

Transforming the 

rural landscape 

Transforming rural landscapes is a 

project between 3 LAGs: 2 Finnish, 1 

Romanian, 1 Dutch with Rural Radicals 

NGO as international coordinator. The 

objective is to foster knowledge 

Ongoing Ella Overkleeft – Rural 

Radicals (Netherlands) 

hello@ruralradicals.com 

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/RPCG_en
https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/RPCG_en
http://www.lagbura.hr/
mailto:lagbura@gmail.com
mailto:iulian.basu@gmail.com
mailto:hello@ruralradicals.com
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Title Description Status Contact 

exchange and activation plans for 

adaptive reuse of vacant buildings. 

 Erasmus project Exchange of experiences on working 

with youth and with seniors in 

communities. We would like to make a 

field visit in November 2025. 

Ongoing Jan Dražský Florian - LAG 

Cesky Zapad (Czech 

Republic) 

j.florian@nsmascr.cz 

Learning from 

good practices 

To learn from good practices on 

local/community initiatives such as 

local microgrids for renewable energy; 

Organising study visits e.g. Bavaria, 

Catalonia. 

Idea Simone Sterly – Institute 

for Rural Development 

Research (IfLS) 

(Germany) 

sterly@ifls.de 

 CLLD 

Ambassadors 

We (Leader MA in the Ministry, Finnish 

Leader-Network Representative, Rural 

Network Representative) are visiting all 

the ministries in Finland. During these 

face-to-face meetings, we are 

exploring opportunities for 

implementing CLLD in different policy 

sectors and discussing the connection 

between the NRP and CLLD. 

Ongoing Juha-Matti Markkola – 

Rural Network of Finland 

(Finland) 

juha-

matti.markkola@maaseu

tu.fi 

Intermunicipal 

plan for climate 

change 

adaptation 

We have developed an intermunicipal 

(8 municipalities) plan for climate 

change adaptation for Barycz Valley. 

We identified many ideas that we want 

to share and implement. We organised 

a Conference and training with experts 

for local councillors (from 8 

municipalities). We would like to share 

the idea. 

Finalised Dariusz Piechowiak - 

LAG - Partnership for 

Barycz Valley (Poland) 

dariuszpiechowiak@wp.

pl 

 Straty/Program Assessment tool to assess the 

innovation potential of the 

straty/program. 

Finalised Jela Tvrdonova - A-

Educa s.r.o. (Slovakia) 

jelatvrdonova@gmail.co

m 

 

 

 

mailto:j.florian@nsmascr.cz
mailto:sterly@ifls.de
mailto:juha-matti.markkola@maaseutu.fi
mailto:juha-matti.markkola@maaseutu.fi
mailto:juha-matti.markkola@maaseutu.fi
mailto:dariuszpiechowiak@wp.pl
mailto:dariuszpiechowiak@wp.pl
mailto:jelatvrdonova@gmail.com
mailto:jelatvrdonova@gmail.com
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2.2. Implementing the rural vision in Member States and Regions  

Organiser: Ministry of Agriculture of Hungary 

Representatives of national and regional managing authorities shared their experiences in developing 

comprehensive rural policies aimed at addressing key challenges such as generational renewal, extreme 

depopulation, and rural discontent. They also discussed specific issues, including how to reach the 

smallest and most remote rural municipalities and how to move beyond supporting only the ‘typical’ 

projects and beneficiaries. 

The actions shared among managing authorities comprised: 

 Legislative solutions that valorise local and rural dimensions, such as tax incentives or positive 

discrimination for rural areas, enhanced regional legislative powers, and dedicated funding for 

local plans developed by local authorities. 

 Coordination mechanisms between sectoral ministries - emphasising a whole-of-

government approach and the importance of involving relevant ministries early in the process - 

as well as coordination between different funding streams. This includes combining rural 

funding with ERDF, ESF, and national resources, and ensuring sustained, long-term funding 

systems. 

 Integrated approaches such as the ‘30-minute countryside’ model, and the use of LAGs and 

CLLD as tools for broader territorial development. 

 Evidence-based policymaking, using detailed local data beyond the NUTS 3 level. This involves 

combining local knowledge with objective data collection methods, such as aerial mapping, to 

identify where investments are most needed. 

 Concrete, practical achievements, including initiatives like on-demand transport and the 

development of local capacity-building measures. 

 Opportunities for rural areas within the NRPP, with recommendations for Member States to 

ensure that rural areas feature prominently in national recovery and resilience planning. This 

includes involving rural stakeholders, securing Council approval to ensure peer involvement, and 

exploring the use of LEADER/CLLD approaches in disadvantaged areas. 

 Concrete follow-up action, notably the proposal to continue regular exchanges between 

national and regional authorities within the framework of the Rural Pact. Many managing 

authorities expressed interest in this initiative, with Belgium-Flanders agreeing to take the lead. 

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Organise an 

exchange 

between Member 

States & regional 

authorities 

 

Bring together Member States and 

regions working on Rural 

Pacts/Vision/agenda, etc. to exchange 

on progress, good practices, 

challenges. 

Idea Kevin Grauwels – Flemish 

Land Agency (Belgium) 

kevin.grauwels@vlm.be 

mailto:kevin.grauwels@vlm.be
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Title Description Status Contact 

Bring the Rural 

Pact to the local 

level 

Bring the Rural Pact to the local level in 

each village and town plan. 

Ongoing Agnes O Shaughnessy – 

Clare Local Development 

Company (Ireland) 

aoshaughnessy@cldc.ie 

 

2.3. Village vibes: Smart villages for a rural future  

Organiser: Smart Villages Network 

The corner introduced various tools and opportunities for collaboration offered by the Smart Village 

Network - such as the upcoming Smart Villages Database - and invited participants to discuss and 

provide feedback. Key topics of interest included the contribution of Smart Villages to climate 

resilience and the green transition, as well as issues related to local culture and housing. 

Tangible actions that evolved in the corner were a range of ongoing and emerging Smart Village 

initiatives across Europe. They highlighted community-driven efforts in areas such as renewable 

energy, digital innovation, training, and housing. Together, these actions illustrate the growing 

momentum for practical, collaborative solutions supporting the green and digital transitions in rural 

areas. 

The networking corner also featured a dynamic speed dating session, giving participants the opportunity 

to exchange Smart Village ideas directly with representatives from three smart communities: Olaszfa 

(Hungary), Gaiba (Italy), and County Kildare LEADER (Ireland). 

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Local sustainable 

energy initiative 

in Skibbereen 

West Cork 

I am open to contacts with similar 

initiatives or funding opportunities. 

Ongoing Elizabeth Coakley 

Wakefield – Local 

Community Initiatives 

(Ireland) 

elvwakefield@gmail.com 

Smart Village 

training 

We're delivering training along the 

smart village concept to 7 communities 

in Country Kildare, starting October 

2025 and running to 2026 (December). 

We're interested in sharing best 

practices with communities from other 

parts of Europe. 

Ongoing Maeve Howe - County 

Kildare LEADER 

Partnership CLG (CKLP) 

(Ireland)  

maeve@countykildarelp.

ie 

Rural innolab An open innovation programme to 

exchange on climate challenges in 

rural areas, exchanging best practices 

Ongoing Thais Glod – 

INNOBOUND (Spain) 

mailto:aoshaughnessy@cldc.ie
https://www.smart-village-network.eu/smart-villages-data-platform
https://www.smart-village-network.eu/villages/hungary/olaszfa
https://www.smart-village-network.eu/villages/italy/gaiba
mailto:elvwakefield@gmail.com
mailto:maeve@countykildarelp.ie
mailto:maeve@countykildarelp.ie
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Title Description Status Contact 

and innovative solutions (digital, social, 

climate government). 

thaisglod@innobound.e

u 

Rural living lab Create a rural living lab/sandbox for 

testing climate and green solutions for 

the green transition in rural / peri 

urban areas. 

Idea Thais Glod – 

INNOBOUND (Spain) 

thaisglod@innobound.e

u  

Knowledge 

exchange on 

housing 

Knowledge exchange / innovation field 

trips on welcome culture and 

innovative housing solutions. 

Idea Frederik Fischer – 

Neulandia (Germany) 

frederik.fischer@neulan

dia.de 

 

2.4. Rural Youth: Together for the present and the future of rural 

development  

Organiser: Rural Youth Europe; European Rural Youth Observatory; Meridaunia Local Action Group, Italy 

The networking corner participants identified a need for integrated policy approaches across key 

domains such as education, training, employment, and welfare. According to the participants, these 

should be defined and implemented at the intermunicipal or regional level to enable effective resource 

sharing and coordination. 

Such integrated approaches should also be supported through funding within relevant EU frameworks, 

including the CAP and Erasmus+. 

Further, participants also emphasised nuanced and actionable measures that address the specific 

needs of different groups of young people, such as women and various age cohorts. 

Finally, policymakers should develop spaces for coordinated service delivery to youth, particularly 

in under-resourced or remote areas. Examples include the European Youth Village program in Romania, 

which aims to activate and enhance the cooperation between young people from rural areas and 

decision makers.   

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

European Youth 

Village (EYV) 

EYV is a strategic programme 

mobilising rural youth in their 

communities. It aims to build collective 

power and further enhance the 

development of the Rural Youth 

Ecosystem at national level. It is an 

ongoing initiative, and we are looking 

Ongoing Victor Toma – 

European Youth 

Village (Romania) 

victorcatalintoma@

gmail.com 

mailto:thaisglod@innobound.eu
mailto:thaisglod@innobound.eu
mailto:thaisglod@innobound.eu
mailto:thaisglod@innobound.eu
mailto:frederik.fischer@neulandia.de
mailto:frederik.fischer@neulandia.de
https://europeanyouthvillage.eu/en/
mailto:victorcatalintoma@gmail.com
mailto:victorcatalintoma@gmail.com
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Title Description Status Contact 

for partners to contribute to the 

extension of the programme at EU 

level. 

Supporting youth 

through funding 

Youth need a lively rurality which is 

often brought by culture. They want to 

participate on their own terms, and we 

need to make ‘space’ for them and 

support youth associations through 

funding, as does my region Nouvelle-

Aquitaine with junior NGO funding. 

Idea/Ongoing Catherine Hua - 

LAG Perigord Vert 

(France) 

catherine.hua@peri

gord-vert.com  

 

Growing outdoors Gathering good practices of work 

methods with youngsters/ school 

drop-outs, NEETs in the field of 

outdoor activities, life skills etc. and 

sharing our practices. 

Idea Ieva Ūtēna - Youth 

Organisation 

"SOLIS" (Latvia) 

ieva.utena@gmail.c

om 

Mapping out 

policies for youth 

Identifying and mapping policies that 

support rural youth and promote the 

reuse of empty buildings in rural and 

peripheral areas. 

Idea Dimitrios Manoukas 

- Politecnico di 

Milano / Rural 

Radicals (Italy) 

dimitrismanoukas@

gmail.com 

 Youth centre We created a youth centre from an 

abandoned house in a village on the 

Danube River. Now we are looking for 

volunteers who can organise 

educational activities. 

Ongoing Ahmed Kuytov – 

Institute 

Perspectives 

(Bulgaria) 

chairman@institute

-perspectives.com 

 

2.5. Rural research & evidence-based policy making for the long-term vision 

for rural areas  

Organiser: University College Dublin (UCD), Ireland; Natural resources Institute (LUKE), Finland; 

European Rural Development Network (ERDN) 

The corner outlined two priorities: First, it found that co-operation and collaboration in rural proofing 

encourages stakeholders to strengthen networking, enhance peer learning, and exchange 

experiences. Such collaboration facilitates the comparison of approaches, particularly in applying the 

rural lens to common EU policies. 

mailto:catherine.hua@perigord-vert.com
mailto:catherine.hua@perigord-vert.com
mailto:ieva.utena@gmail.com
mailto:ieva.utena@gmail.com
mailto:dimitrismanoukas@gmail.com
mailto:dimitrismanoukas@gmail.com
mailto:chairman@institute-perspectives.com
mailto:chairman@institute-perspectives.com
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The second priority concerned supporting research that is closer to rural communities. Proposed 

actions include: 

 Developing a ‘researcher in residence’ programme to enable academics to become embedded 

within rural communities; 

 Supporting a Community-Led Local Development (CLLD) approach to identify knowledge gaps 

and areas requiring stronger evidence and understanding. 

In addition, there is a need to support researchers in communicating policy outputs and to promote the 

development of a series of Rural Policy Briefs to ensure evidence and findings are accessible to 

policymakers and practitioners. 

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Researcher in 

residence 

programme 

Develop a 'researcher in residence' 

programme to be based in a 

community, ministry, local 

government, LAG etc. 

Idea Karen Keaveney – 

University College 

Dublin (Ireland) 

karen.keaveney@ucd.ie 

Pomeranian-

Scandinavian 

Center for rural 

development 

Proposed initiative to focus on rural 

development in the Pomeranian 

region, with an emphasis on 

agriculture and orchards. 

Idea Dawid Półrolniczak - 

Polish Aeroforestry 

Association and 

European Agroforestry 

Federation (Poland) 

palacwgrapicach@interi

a.pl  

ESIRA Horizon project, with 9 pilot areas: 

supporting vulnerable groups in rural 

Europe through social economy 

initiatives (esira.eu). 

Ongoing Kinga Tóth – HETFA 

Research Institute 

(Hungary) 

tothkinga@hetfa.hu 

Nature-based 

solutions for 

water resilient 

rural territories 

Transdisciplinary research on rural 

development based on nature-based 

solutions for water resilience. 

Idea Leonith Hinojosa - 

Universite Catholique de 

Louvain (Belgium) 

leonith.hinojosa@uclouv

ain.be 

Conference on 

culture & creative 

work in non-

urban areas 

International Conference organised by 

INSITU project 11-13 May 2026 in 

Valmeira, Latvia (insituculture.eu). 

Ongoing Nancy Duxbury - Centre 

for Social Studies, 

University of Coimbra 

(Portugal) 

duxbury@ces.uc.pt 

National strategy 

for territorial 

equity and 

It is a strategy developed with the 

participation of all administrations, civil 

society, and the private sector, 

Ongoing Cristian García - Spanish 

Ministry for Ecological 

Transition and 

mailto:karen.keaveney@ucd.ie
mailto:palacwgrapicach@interia.pl
mailto:palacwgrapicach@interia.pl
https://www.esira.eu/
mailto:tothkinga@hetfa.hu
mailto:leonith.hinojosa@uclouvain.be
mailto:leonith.hinojosa@uclouvain.be
https://insituculture.eu/
mailto:duxbury@ces.uc.pt
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Title Description Status Contact 

tackling the 

demographic 

challenge 

providing a clear pathway for all 

stakeholders. The strategy will rely on 

the Observatory for Territorial Equity 

and Demographic Challenge 

Demographic Challenge 

(Spain) 

cegarcia@miteco.es 

Development of a 

transdisciplinary 

working group 

Transdisciplinary working group (multi-

actor approach: academia & 

authorities) to ensure rural proofing is 

also endorsed at the academic level, 

making it easier to be implemented at 

the policy level.  

Idea All participants in the 

corner 

 

2.6. Bottom-up village plans: Communities building their own future  

Organiser: Rural Pact Netherlands 

The participants in the networking corner found that reaching the local level in rural development 

processes is essential to ensure meaningful involvement of residents and to provide them with a genuine 

voice in shaping their communities.  

Empowering local communities requires the provision of appropriate instruments, such as 

bottom-up village plans, that facilitate participatory planning and decision-making. Residents may also 

require targeted support to articulate their aspirations and needs for the future of their communities 

and to translate these into concrete actions.  

As primary actors with in-depth knowledge of local contexts, residents are already implementing a wide 

range of initiatives to address community needs. The forthcoming Rural Action Plan should therefore 

demonstrate greater responsiveness to these bottom-up efforts by reinforcing intermediary network 

organisations, such as ERCA (LVKK) and the LEADER network, which maintain direct links to thousands 

of grassroots initiatives across rural areas. 

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Bottom-up village 

plans to empower 

The European Partnership for Citizen 

Empowerment is working on a project 

to assemble tools to empower local 

communities, especially village plans, 

starting in Netherlands, Flanders and 

Germany. 

Ongoing Ben van Essen – 

European Rural 

Community Alliance 

(ERCA) (Netherlands) 

Ben.van.essen@outlook.

com  

 

 

mailto:cegarcia@miteco.es
mailto:Ben.van.essen@outlook.com
mailto:Ben.van.essen@outlook.com
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Title Description Status Contact 

SHARES A project to transfer and share good 

practices in civic participation. 

Idea Sandra Rosàrio - 

Associação In Loco 

(Local Development 

Association) (Portugal) 

sandra.rosario@in-

loco.pt  

 

 

Hilvarenbeek In one of the hamlets of my village, 

residents initiated a plan to make their 

hamlet energy neutral. The 

municipality supported the initiative 

with modest funding and adopted it as 

a model to learn from, with the aim of 

eventually replicating or adapting it in 

other areas. 

Ongoing Ruud Groenendijk – 

Hilvarenbeek 

(Netherlands) 

ruudgroenendijk@kabel

foon.nl  

Smart 

communities 

In our Local Action Group we want to 

prepare a cooperation project that will 

help some villages from 4 

municipalities to activate citizens to 

become developers of their future. 

Idea Primož Kroflič - LAG 

Rural Diversity (Slovenia) 

primoz.kroflic@simbio.si  

 

Young Rural 

Entrepreneur 

In Portugal, since 2019, we have the 

statute of Young Rural Entrepreneur in 

parallel with Young Farmer. We need 

to understand how to implement and 

learn from other Member States. 

Ongoing Joao Almeida – Young 

Farmers Association 

(Portugal) 

joao.almeida@ruralmov

e.org  

 

Rural Impact Hub Rural Impact Hub is a social incubator 

focused on projects with a social 

impact in rural areas. The idea is to 

foster the entrepreneurship spirit and 

help rural associations and startups 

(www.rihu.org). 

Ongoing Joao Almeida – RURAL 

MOVE (Portugal) 

joao.almeida@ruralmov

e.org 

 

2.7. Sustainable rural development in mountain areas  

Organiser: Euromontana 

The discussion in the networking corner highlighted the need for more comprehensive policies on 

affordable housing in mountain areas, illustrated by an example from a Catalan initiative. 

mailto:sandra.rosario@in-loco.pt
mailto:sandra.rosario@in-loco.pt
mailto:ruudgroenendijk@kabelfoon.nl
mailto:ruudgroenendijk@kabelfoon.nl
mailto:primoz.kroflic@simbio.si
mailto:joao.almeida@ruralmove.org
mailto:joao.almeida@ruralmove.org
http://www.rihu.org/
mailto:joao.almeida@ruralmove.org
mailto:joao.almeida@ruralmove.org
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Participants also held a conversation with Eurostat colleagues on data availability and quality for 

analysing territorial development in mountain regions. It was noted that the existing data are often 

outdated and lack sufficient granularity. A more detailed approach should be encouraged, such 

as the use of Eurostat’s 1 km grid map - presented during the conference - which currently includes 

indicators such as distance to schools and hospitals. Expanding this approach to cover additional 

indicators and integrating these datasets into the Rural Observatory would help improve the monitoring 

and understanding of development dynamics in mountain areas. 

In addition, the potential of spa and health-related tourism was discussed with representatives of the 

European Spa Association. Ongoing research in France demonstrates how the health-related climatic 

advantages of mountain regions could be leveraged to enhance the attractiveness and valorisation of 

mountain destinations.  

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Farming as an 

appealing cultural 

environment for 

tourism 

It is not a project but a question: In 

Slovenia we have problem, because 

small farmers in the mountain regions 

stop farming.  How can we, as farmers, 

make it an appealing cultural 

environmental for tourists? How to 

stop farmers from abandoning their 

farms? 

Idea Andrejka Majhen -

Farmer’s Union of 

Slovenia (Slovenia) 

andrejka.majhen@gmail.

com 

CAL Rural  We have a project about sustainable 

housing in rural areas that promotes 

training in the use of local materials 

and creative solutions. It would be 

interesting to exchange on initiatives 

with similar promoters in other areas. 

Ongoing Sergi Méndez Romero – 

Associació iniciatives 

Rurals i Marítimes de 

Catalunya (ARCA) 

(Spain) 

presidencia@arca-dr.cat  

 

2.8. Environmental actions for community-led transition  

Organiser: European Network for Community-Led Initiatives on Climate Change and Sustainability 

(ECOLISE) 

Participants in the networking corner identified several key challenges and proposed corresponding 

solutions to strengthen the implementation of community-led environmental initiatives across rural 

areas. 

Finance: 

Participants emphasised that the costs associated with the green transition can create barriers to 

inclusivity, as many rural communities lack the financial means to engage in environmental action. To 

ensure that all societal groups can participate, sufficient public funding should be made available to 

community-led environmental initiatives. In addition, the financial benefits and incentives of 

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat
mailto:andrejka.majhen@gmail.com
mailto:andrejka.majhen@gmail.com
mailto:presidencia@arca-dr.cat
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participating in projects - such as those linked to energy communities - should be communicated more 

effectively to attract broader engagement, including from individuals motivated not only by 

environmental ideals but also by tangible economic advantages. 

Capacity building: 

It was noted that many sustainable local solutions remain underutilised or invisible within rural areas. 

Although numerous examples of good practices already exist, they are often not widely recognised, 

partly because communities are unfamiliar with the terminology used in the field of community-led 

environmental action. To address this, local and municipal capacities should be strengthened to facilitate 

active engagement with civil society and community groups on sustainability-related issues. Measures 

could include funding study visits to existing communities successfully implementing environmental and 

climate action, enabling peer learning and the exchange of experience. 

Local Green Deals: 

Participants also underlined that, in many EU Member States, municipalities are neither obliged nor 

adequately resourced to implement Green Deal objectives at the local level. Positive examples exist, such 

as in Italy, where regional authorities have established mandatory requirements for Sustainable Energy 

and Climate Action Plans (SECAPs). This approach should be replicated across the EU, accompanied by 

enhanced support for local authorities to strengthen their capacity to design and implement 

environmental and climate measures in partnership with local communities. 

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Energy micro-

grids 

How to find or define energy micro-

grids that could be replicable (tech 

support, governance, (micro) funds)? 

Ongoing Mauricio O'Brien (Spain) 

Mauricio.obrien77@gma

il.com 

 

2.9. Community-led innovation in action  

Organiser: PREPARE Network 

In the networking corner participants were invited to share their suggestions for potential policy 

initiatives to strengthen and enable community-led innovation. 

Key proposals included the reinforcement of instruments such as LEADER, with ring-fenced 

funding, as well as enhanced opportunities for networking and the exchange of best practices. 

Participants also highlighted the importance of decentralising governance structures to allow 

communities greater autonomy in deciding how to allocate resources. 

The need for genuine consultation processes in policy development was emphasised, ensuring that 

community voices are heard and that identified needs are translated into concrete actions. Participants 

called for easier access to funding and subsidies for rural areas, including micro-funding schemes to 

support initiatives such as energy communities. 

mailto:Mauricio.obrien77@gmail.com
mailto:Mauricio.obrien77@gmail.com
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It was further proposed to conduct regular evaluations of planning documents at all governance 

levels and to implement appropriate accountability measures. Participants also encouraged the 

integration of the New European Bauhaus values into all rural projects, promoting creativity, 

sustainability, and inclusiveness. 

Additional recommendations included clarifying responsibilities for (social) innovation within the 

European Commission, establishing rural observatories in all Member States to collect and 

disseminate best practices, and ensuring funding to support the creation and exchange between 

cooperatives in rural areas. 

Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Rural Innovation 

Lab 

Grassroots Rural Innovation Hubs with 

a special focus on women and youth. 

The Hubs are supported by local 

associations and networks. They inspire 

and support women and youth who 

are currently under-represented in 

innovation. These groups also have the 

potential to bring new innovative 

projects and services on the market 

that solve the problems we are facing. 

Idea Charlene Lambert - 

Women 

Entrepreneurship 

Platform (EU, based 

in Brussels) 

charlene@women-

entrepreneurs.eu 

 Food Family 

 

To create a network of local producers, 

processors, shops, restaurants, but also 

NGOs and communities around local, 

healthy & sustainable food and 

education. 

Idea Bart Soldaat - LAG 

Hollandse Plassen 

(Netherlands) 

soldaat.bart@gmail.

com 

Rural NEXT 

 

A project based on NEB principles: an 

innovation hub created on a 

rehabilitated abandoned church to 

promote repopulation and innovation 

from the ground-up. 

Ongoing Fundación 

Repoblación (Spain) 

julia@repoblacion.o

ng  

 

Reviving old 

empty buildings 

To revive old, empty buildings on self-

sufficient farms (which once operated 

as farms and will never again be used 

for that purpose) and to create a 

network of spaces for cultural and 

touristic use. The project involves 

regeneration, the use of healthier 

materials, and building connections 

from community to community. 

Idea Petra Marinko - 

Avenia M - Non Tox 

Uni Kum (Slovenia) 

petra@nontoxuniku

m.com 

mailto:charlene@women-entrepreneurs.eu
mailto:charlene@women-entrepreneurs.eu
mailto:soldaat.bart@gmail.com
mailto:soldaat.bart@gmail.com
mailto:julia@repoblacion.ong
mailto:julia@repoblacion.ong
mailto:petra@nontoxunikum.com
mailto:petra@nontoxunikum.com
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Action group on 

rural interests in 

cohesion policy 

and the CAP 

Creation of an action group to write 

suggestions on how to improve the 

proposal on cohesion policy & CAP 

regarding the interests of rural 

population. 

Idea Dorothea Stroh - 

Parliamentary 

Group of Green 

Party (Germany) 

dorothea.stroh@gr

uene-bundestag.de 

Climate-driven 

innovation for the 

future of winter 

economies 

Driven innovation to change the 

economy focus on ski and winter 

sports because of climate change. 

Idea Laura Gascon – 

Euromontana 

lgasconherrero@dp

teruel.es  

 

Energy Poverty 

Advisory Hub 

Energy Poverty Advisory Hub is 

connecting rural areas and energy 

poverty. We will have a call for 

technical assistance. 

Ongoing Kristina Eisfeld – 

Climate Alliance 

(EU) 

kristina.eisfeld@ene

rgypoverty.eu 

European 

cooperative 

exchange for rural 

innovation 

A program for European cooperatives 

to organise exchanges between 

cooperatives across different countries 

to foster innovation. Cooperatives 

serve as powerful tools for addressing 

collective housing challenges and 

promoting local development, while 

ensuring democratic and grassroots 

governance. Such a network would 

facilitate the spread of local 

innovations throughout rural 

communities across Europe. 

Idea Miguel Sánchez - 

Compañía 

Maximalista S. Coop 

(Spain) 

sociedad@maximali

sta.coop 

RENOVERTY (Life) 

– case study of 

Croatia 

Through the RENOVERTY project, we 

created Rural Energy Efficiency 

Roadmaps (REERs) for our pilot areas. 

One of the other proposed solutions to 

face and overcome barriers related to 

the renovation of rural houses was 

establishing energy communities and 

use of the PV plants to reduce 

electricity costs for those experiencing 

energy poverty in rural areas. 

Ongoing Valerija Vrcek 

Habazin – North-

West Croatia 

Regional Energy 

Agency (REGEA) 

(Croatia) 

vvhabazin@regea.o

rg 

mailto:dorothea.stroh@gruene-bundestag.de
mailto:dorothea.stroh@gruene-bundestag.de
mailto:lgasconherrero@dpteruel.es
mailto:lgasconherrero@dpteruel.es
mailto:kristina.eisfeld@energypoverty.eu
mailto:kristina.eisfeld@energypoverty.eu
mailto:sociedad@maximalista.coop
mailto:sociedad@maximalista.coop
mailto:vvhabazin@regea.org
mailto:vvhabazin@regea.org


 

/ 15 

Title Description Status Contact 

Digital innovation 

hub (Rural DiH) 

Focus would lie on digital 

transformation and sustainable 

farming solutions. 

Idea Zuzana Palkovà - 

Slovak University of 

Agriculture 

(Slovakia) 

zuzana.palkova@un

iag.sk 

Advocacy 

Academy for 

youth 

Planned: 1) Nurture young civil society 

leaders; 2) Increase the voice of rural 

NGOs in the political area. 

Idea Santa Smite - 

Community 

Cooperation 

Network 'Selonian 

Islands' (Latvia) 

santai.smitei@gmail

.com 

 Sustainable 

tourism 

Sustainable tourism in rural areas to 

promote actions by local organisations 

to increase environmental actions 

(mobility, services, etc). 

Idea Maurizio Malé – 

Venetian Cluster 

(Italy) 

maurizio.male@ven

etiancluster.eu 

European digital 

nomads (EDIN) 

EDIN's main goal is to improve the 

policy instruments of EU regions to 

attract digital nomads to depopulated 

areas. The project is co-funded by 

Interreg Europe programme and Eixo is 

the lead partner. 

Ongoing Nour Villa – Eixo 

Atlántico do 

Noroeste Peninsular 

(Spain/Portugal) 

nour.villa@eixoatla

ntico.com  

Gastronomic 

route (gastro-

tourism) 

Creating local products for tourists 

from natural resources (what grows 

naturally on our land). 

Idea/Ongoing/

Finalised 

Lina Noreikaitė-

Rimkienė - 

Panekelpiai village / 

Lithuanian Country 

Tourism Association 

(Lithuania) 

lina.noreikaite@gm

ail.com 

Local Green Deals Mainstream sustainable ‘Local Green 

Deals’ (climate, environment, pollution 

etc.) by implementing regional 

requirements for plans/for funding; 

data e.g. ESA data; good practices for 

Nature Restoration law; Monitoring; 

Support for community. 

Ongoing Alison De Luise / 

Nina Klein - 

Covenant of Mayors 

/ Conseil Nature 

(Belgium) 

alison.de.luise@eu

mayors.eu 

mailto:zuzana.palkova@uniag.sk
mailto:zuzana.palkova@uniag.sk
mailto:santai.smitei@gmail.com
mailto:santai.smitei@gmail.com
mailto:maurizio.male@venetiancluster.eu
mailto:maurizio.male@venetiancluster.eu
mailto:nour.villa@eixoatlantico.com
mailto:nour.villa@eixoatlantico.com
mailto:lina.noreikaite@gmail.com
mailto:lina.noreikaite@gmail.com
mailto:alison.de.luise@eumayors.eu
mailto:alison.de.luise@eumayors.eu


 

/ 16 

Title Description Status Contact 

 The National 

Sustainability 

Week 

The National Sustainability Week 

highlights good examples of 

sustainable solutions for rural areas. 

The event week is a partner of ESDW 

(European Sustainable Development 

Week) and we would be happy to find 

partners highlighting rural actors. 

Ongoing Nora Backlund - 

Svenskfinlands Byar 

(Finland) 

nora.backlund@slf.f

i 

The Lightbringers 

Foundation 

The Lightbringers Foundation is 

modelling small solar panels on the 

roofs of homes in a segregated Roma 

community in Baks, Hungary. It can 

provide basic electricity to 

disconnected households and basic 

electric training. 

Ongoing Anna Bajomi – 

European 

Federation of 

National 

Organisations 

Working with the 

Homeless 

(FEANTSA) 

(Belgium) 

anna.bajomi@feant

sa.org 

 

2.10. Rural tourism  

Organiser: European Federation of Rural Tourism (Ruraltour) 

The networking corner found that the importance of rural tourism as a driver of vibrant rural areas 

remains undervalued. There is a clear need for structured and robust data to substantiate its role and 

potential. This should include targeted research, the development of shared definitions, and improved 

demand and market intelligence. Building a Horizon Europe proposal could serve as a concrete step 

towards advancing this evidence base. 

Strong synergies between agriculture and tourism should also be further explored and promoted, 

extending beyond direct on-site spending to encompass the wider local and regional economy, 

including the post-stay sale of local products. 

To strengthen cooperation and knowledge exchange, open events should be organised to bring 

stakeholders together. In addition, training opportunities should be developed and linked to the Pact 

for Skills, supporting the professionalisation of rural tourism actors. Finally, an image and trust 

campaign is needed to enhance the visibility, credibility, and attractiveness of rural tourism across 

Europe. 

mailto:nora.backlund@slf.fi
mailto:nora.backlund@slf.fi
mailto:anna.bajomi@feantsa.org
mailto:anna.bajomi@feantsa.org
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Action Cards 

Title Description Status Contact 

Connecting rural 

property owners 

with tourism  

Ruralis.com is a growing property 

management company that helps 

property owners in rural areas connect 

with worldwide tourism. We believe 

startups and companies are essential 

for rural development and we are 

seeking partners and support to 

expand our working model across 

Europe. 

Ongoing Nicolas Verderosa – 

Ruralis.com (Italy) 

nicolas.v@ruralis.com 

Promoting local 

gastronomy 

products 

Creating a local platform to promote 

gastronomy products in Romania, for 

both Romanian and international 

tourists, in order to enhance the 

economies of local producers and raise 

the living standards of the rural 

inhabitants; Creating a platform for 

local producers to sell their traditional 

products. 

Idea Diana Cret - Local 

Municipal Council, Satu 

Mare (Romania) 

dianacret.dc@gmail.com  

 

Capacity building 

in rural tourism 

It can be a pilot project, a Hub, or an 

initiative. It could include business 

training for establishing new 

businesses, innovativeness, and 

attracting more young people to rural 

areas through rural tourism initiatives. 

Idea Bledar Meta – YPARD 

Albania (Albania) 

metabledar.al@gmail.co

m 

Eurocluster rural 

tourism project 

The Eurocluster rural tourism project 

supported 188 tourism businesses in 

17 countries. We hope to have the 

opportunity to share our support 

methodology, all available on our 

website. 

Finalised Frosso Dimitrakopoulou 

/ Maurizio Malé - 

ECOCLUB / Venetian 

Cluster (Greece, Italy) 

f@ecoclub.com 

The European 

Rural Mobility 

Network (ERMN) 

The first pan-EU network focused on 

rural mobility and transport, 

advocating for better policies and new 

funding framework, ultimately 

increasing the accessibility of rural 

territories and the access to services. 

Ongoing Andrea Lorenzini - 

MemEx Srl - European 

Rural Mobility Network 

(Italy) 

andrea.lorenzini@meme

xitaly.it 

mailto:nicolas.v@ruralis.com
mailto:dianacret.dc@gmail.com
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Circular economy 

for rural areas 

The project aims to implement circular 

economy solutions tailored to the 

specific needs of rural communities to 

increase their attractiveness. It focuses 

on reducing waste, promoting 

resources efficiency, closing loops 

stands in agriculture and industry, and 

increasing innovation. 

Idea Anna Grobelak - 

Czestochowa University 

of Technology (Poland) 

anna.grobelak@pcz.pl 

DATA4RURAL DATA4RURAL (Erasmus+ project) 

collects data on rural tourism and 

trains professionals (public/private) to 

use them effectively. 

Ongoing Viola Gaudiano - Romea 

Strata European 

Association (Italy) 

progetti@romeastrata.it 

Attractive lands This is an Italian living lab, and the 

participants are mainly LAGs or other 

local development institutions. The aim 

is to improve the quality in design and 

implementation of rural tourism 

projects (https://terreattrattive.it/). 

Ongoing Carlo Ricci – LAG Maiella 

Verde (Italy) 

ca.ricci@tin.it 

Roman Spas of 

Europe 

Wealth destination with the Roman 

roots. Roman spas of Europe. Rural - 

health – culture. 

Ongoing/

Finalised 

(new 

developm

ent) 

Csillia Mezösi – European 

Spas Association  

mezosi@europeanspas.e

u 

Attracting tourism 

to rural farms 

A weekend of organic experience: wide 

range of farm activities, workshops, 

tours, etc. to attract new visitors to 

rural farms and build a relationship 

with organic food producers. 

Idea Michael Wilde – The 

Organic Embassy 

(Netherlands) 

michael@organicembas

sy.nl 

Development of 

rural tourism with 

the support of 

ERDF 

Our region has developed a collective 

efficiency strategy to promote rural 

tourism by integrating public and 

private initiatives with the support of 

the ERDF. We have formed a 

consortium that brings together 

municipalities, universities, Local Action 

Groups (LAGs), and private companies 

to define the strategy and align public 

policy instruments with private sector 

tools. Each euro of public investment is 

matched by a euro of private 

Ongoing Jose Paulo Queirós - 

Comunidade 

Intermunicipal do Alto 

Minho (Portugal) 

jpaulo.queiroz@cim-

altominho.pt 

mailto:anna.grobelak@pcz.pl
mailto:progetti@romeastrata.it
https://terreattrattive.it/
mailto:ca.ricci@tin.it
mailto:mezosi@europeanspas.eu
mailto:mezosi@europeanspas.eu
mailto:michael@organicembassy.nl
mailto:michael@organicembassy.nl
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investment in rural tourism, ensuring 

balanced collaboration as the most 

effective way to combat 

unemployment and create value in 

rural areas. This project has been 

running successfully for 15 years and 

continues to evolve. 

 


