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Home > Startup Villages

Research and innovation play a key role in tackling challenges and reap opportunities for wellbeing
and growth in rural territories.

The European Startup Village Forum facilitates the exchange of knowledge and expertise on how to
promote startup-driven innovation in rural areas.

This initiative is part of the European Commission’s long-term vision for the EU’s Rural Areas, which
includes a specific flagship action on research and innovation for rural communities.

What is a startup village?

Discover more [
What are the enabling conditions of a startup village?

Startup Village Mapping
Express your interest and join the discussion on innovation and entrepreneurship
in EU rural areas!

Understanding how innovative entrepreneurship operates in rural areas is|
implementing effective public and private sector initiatives. Join the Starty|

-
in the questionnaire. Share your experiences and insights with other EU F Or m ore I n fo =
"

in fostering innovation and entrepreneurship in their territories.

The information displayed in the mapping tool is the sole responsibility of
provided it. The European Commission does not verify the accuracy of thg
Therefore, being included in the map cannot be understood as any sort of
European Commission of the Startup Village status.

Go to survey [

The Startup Village
Forum initiative

The Startup Village Forum initiative
provides new evidence and insights into
the patterns, characteristics and drivers of
innovation and entrepreneurship in
rural areas—through tailored metrics,
indicators and analytical studies—while
offering an open and inclusive platform
for rural stakeholders to exchange
knowledge, share experiences and learn
from one another.
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Upcoming studies and analyses

NEW METRICS STUDIES ON DRIVERS AND OBSTACLES

Primary data @M The geography and impact of Venture

EU-wide Eurobarometer survey targeting Capital in rural Europe
&Y firmsin rural vs urban areas Crowdfunding and complementarities with

@ Special CIS module co-designed with other investment channels

Statistics Sweden Regional specialisation and startup
emergence in EU rural areas

Convergence paths in EU rural
regions

Down ling of r indi r : : :
@ ownscaling of aggregated indicators Rural entrepreneurial profiles and socio-
economic outcomes

Secondary data
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Entrepreneurship in the EU: key insights

into business dynamics in rural regions

HIGHLIGHTS

- Across the EU, enterprise creation and
the startup and scaleup landscape offer
a nuanced picture of entrepreneurial vitality,
innovation, and structural potential.

- Over 1.1 million enterprises with at least
one employee were created in the EU in
2022, representing an average employer
firm creation rate of 9.4%.

- Urban regions lead in firm creation rates
(10.1%) compared to rural regions (8.7%),
although dynamic rural hotspots in Estonia,
Finland, Romania, and Hungary challenge
this trend.

- The EU startup landscape remains
concentrated in cities, with nearly 146
startups per 100,000 inhabitants compared
to fewer than 19 in rural areas—highlighting

persistent gaps, but also the potential of
rural territories when supported by strong
local conditions.

- Sectoral specialisation in rural startups
shows a comparative advantage in
agrifood, energy, transport, robotics,
and semiconductors, among others,
pointing to untapped innovation potential.

- High-growth enterprises (HGEs) made up 9%
of all EU businesses with 10+ employees in
2022, amounting to over 151,500 firms.

- Sweden, Lithuania, and Malta lead on
scaleup performance (HGE shares above
139%). Rural success stories like Jamtland
(SE, 219%) and Viseu D&o Lafées (PT, 12%)
show that growth is possible beyond
urban centres.

Entrepreneurship In
the EU: key Insights
Into business dynamics
In rural regions

Science for policy brief

Download it here:
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Startup Village
Mapping Tool

1 Select your country:

2 Select the territorial level you represent:
at most 1 choice(s)

D One municipality (LAU)
D A group of municipality (LAUs)

D Other

For more info:
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Join us for the
EU Startup Village
Forum 2025

29 OCTOBER 2025
Brussels, European Commission, Le Berlaymont
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Thank you

simone.sasso@ec.europa.eu

© European Union 2025

The information and views expressed in this presentation do not necessarily reflect an official position of the European Commission. For any use or reproduction of
elements that are not owned by the EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.
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