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The project and its consortium

GRASS CEILING (2022-2025) is a multi-actor project aiming to increase rural 
women-led socio-ecological innovations.

Specific Participatory Action Research (PAR) approach:

• 25 partners from science, policy & practice 

• 9 living labs with women innovators 

with 72 rural innovators participating

• engaging men innovators

• engaging relevant stakeholders, also via 

the European Policy Forum
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Vibrant innovation community across 9 countries
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Aileen Barron: Green Acre Marketing, revolutionising 
agribusiness marketing in Ireland

Rosangela Belifemmine: 
Confabulare- Cultural 
disseminator. Books & explore 
rural area with kids in Italy

Marthe Kilen: 
Frühnelik - Pastry
Chef in Norway
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What have we learned? 
▪ Gaps in data/ impact of different gender regimes (diversity within the EU)

▪ Generating new data: understanding men and women entrepreneurs better

▪ Training of 72 innovators across 9 countries and learning from them and stakeholder 
organisations

▪ better understanding of women’s innovation paths & potential, foresight scenarios

▪ Benchmarking policy documents (do they gender mainstream or sideline?)

▪ Benchmarking legal frameworks

▪ Women & Innovation: Distinctive approach; need mentors & networks & AKIS tools, 
change of stereotypes/norms

▪ Access to land: Rarely inherit land; leaders in regenerative farming

▪ Entrepreneurial activities: Small-scale enterprises; need microfinance

▪ Community infrastructure: Poor in rural areas; women drive social enterprises
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Which policy framework is relevant?
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Policy recommendations

Contribution to Date

Social economy action plan – mid-term 
review

July 2025

Gender Equality Strategy 2026-2030 August 2025

Generational Renewal Strategy August 2025

New Action Plan to implement the 
European Pillar of Social Rights

September 2025

2025 2030 2035
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Policy tools - Toolkit
Purpose

▪ Practical instrument to help policymakers, practitioners & 
stakeholders design, implement, and monitor inclusive & 
gender-responsive rural and agricultural policies.

Key Components

▪ Gender Proofing Template

▪ Gender Benchmarking Tools

▪ Data strategy and integration for building a Rural Women 
Innovation Compass

▪ Mapping and gap analysis of monitoring systems 

▪ Strengthening integration with the EU Rural Observatory 

▪ Insights from the European Policy Forum
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▪ Bring a pan-European perspective 
▪ Facilitate a space for knowledge exchange
▪ Discuss and validate project results
▪ Discuss and co-design recommendations and tools

GRASS CEILING Living Labs

European Policy Forum for women-led innovation 
in agriculture and rural areas ▪ Member of the European Policy Forum 

▪ Be part of the Rural Pact Community Group on 
Women in Rural Areas 



www.grassceiling.eu

Thank you for your attention!

Funded by the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation programme under grant agreement No. 101083408. Views and opinions expressed are however those
of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect those of the European Union or the European Research Executive Agency (REA). Neither the European Union nor the granting
authority can be held responsible for them.

Blanca Casares Guillén
Policy Expert at AEIDL

bca@aeidl.eu
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