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GRANULAR RURAL PROOFING @

Aim: To enrich knowledge for rural actors on the diversity of and within rural
areas, their functional characteristics, challenges and opportunities GRANULAR

EU, national and regional policy contexts
For example, contributing to commitments to ...

o Long Term Vision for Rural Areas - “... the Commission will put in place a rural proofing mechanism
to assess the anticipated impact of major EU legislative initiatives on rural areas”

o Vision for Agriculture and Food — “... the rural proofing principle, including territorial impact
assessments, will be further operationalised and sufficiently resourced at EU level”

Rural proofing outcomes and outputs

o Empirical evidence from local communities and stakeholder perspectives of implications of
policies on and within rural areas

o Insights to types of impacts, extent to which they are positive or negative on or within rural areas
o Insights to coherence or incoherence of policies on rural areas

o Living and Replication Lab evidence of indicators to monitor progress towards achieving [

policy aims
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RURAL PROOFING: GUIDELINES ON PROCESS @

GRANULAR

Framework for rural proofing based on the Long Term Vision for Rural
Areas and GRANULAR Rural Compass

= Reviewing requirements of rural proofing, approaches used in countries
or regions

= Links identified with the components of the prototype GRANULAR rural
compass

= Aligns with EU Better Regulation Toolbox, complements other
instruments (e.g. Territorial Impact Assessments)

GRANULAR methodology

1. Select the policy/initiative (local,
regional, national, EU)

Stlandard rural proofing

2. Summarise its key components

Extended rural proafing
3. Assess type, direction and magnitude e

of potential impacts ! J "

4. ldentify (and use) indicators and data Co-funded by

the European Union



RURAL PROOFING EXERCISES @'
5

Rural proofing run ... AV LA
o Within 8 Living and Replication Labs across Europe —

o Across Labs duting a cross-visit in France, assessing carpooling
strategy implemented by Région Occitanie

Assessments reported by Long Term Vision for Rural Areas
pillars/Action areas and GRANULAR Rural Compass

Example findings...

o Policies/initiatives assessed all deemed rural proof, but several Rural proofing exercise during cross-

revealed risks of unequal impact across rural areas visit to Pays Pyrénées Méditerranée

o Quantitative impact ratings (polarity and magnitude) showed internal Living Lab (France)

consistency with qualitative narratives
o Chacteristic of assessments is positivity or optimism regarding outcomes of initiatives
o Direct positive impacts often conditional on infrastructure, human capital and funding

* X 3

o Indirect impacts often associated with policies/initiatives with no dedicated budget or bl
responsibility for funding " x
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‘RURAL PROOFERS’ \9"
oY

= Collective approach to considering topics through a rural lens GRANULAR

= Engagement with actors in rural areas through Living and Replication Labs

= Governance level
o QOrganisation(s) with remits to be involved (and with resources)

o Thematic or territorially specific — both tested, both identified unintended negative
consequences or differences between rural areas

o Invited participation ...
» Combination of communities of interest and of place
» Public, private and voluntary sectors, research

= Geographic level
o Geographically-focussed — greater prospect of consistency of data across area

o Inconsistencies may arise between regions within same nation, or lower levels of
governance

* X 3

o Process helps actors reflect on where effects may be experienced, by who, and ©
whether they differ across social groups and places
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‘RURAL PROOFERYS’
Who?

O

O

Science, practice and place knowledge

Lab model - members knowledgeable of topics assessed, and supporting evidence
and its interpretation

» lterative between Lab secretariat and members

Formal consultation model — coordinated collection and interpretation of evidence,
with invited and/or self-selecting contributions

Consultancy model — domain and process experts
Public agency/government department responsibility
(Note: Need sufficient time allocated to the process)

When?

O

©)

If designing tailored policies
» Early in process of preparation of policy or initiative
Assessments can be ex-ante or ex-post

» Lab experiences showed easier, more confident, assessments of effects when
initiative already implemented

> If required then at scheduled times for subsequent evaluation

7

GRANULAR

* X 3
* *
* *
* *

* 5k
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RURAL PROOFING EXERCISES: DATA, INDICATORS @

GRANULAR

= Empirical evidence of needs of indicators
o Example findings ...

» Standard indicators often insufficient, especially indirect, systemic, or demographic effects

» Well-targeted indicators suggested for elements which are conceptually clear, backed by
standard data sources

» Indicators were more reflective of the initiative being assessed rather than elements in the
rural proofing framework

Example from the Greek Replication Lab: “Digital nomads may support rural economies, but
infrastructure strains and uneven impacts must be tracked—many areas lack the indicators for that.”

o Where data were lacking, the processes guided towards generating hypotheses or qualitative
insights that can be validated quantitatively at a subsequence stage

o Existing monitoring frameworks (e.g. the EU Bioeconomy Monitoring System) referenced

o Policy types affect indicator suitability: direct interventions are easier to monitor, while strategic or
enabling policies require more nuanced data strategies
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RURAL PROOFING HIGHLIGHTS FICHES

& cranucar & cranuar
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NAME OF THE REPLICATION LAB: [ o

COUNTRY/REGION: 7
TITLE OF THE INITIATIVE:
s
Initiative ID

Level of initiative

The A go Act and the Progy e o
the nationad leved, while the implementation is carried out
regionally.

Stage of the initiative

TheN\:hnpehgo Aa is :wrenlry under revision, while
the o 2024-2027,

Rural Relevance

¥ favgeting
Finfand's Istand Policy is exp Y o
the specific circt of isiand icipalities,
particudarly in remole areas

Nature of the initiative
‘lhehchpebp Aﬂ isa bmdng legal framework, whie
the N Pr is a

peiag c) i

published in 2024, is o ,uﬂder

The Finnish lshndelLysdeeptymcudn
g parory g tocal
,Thglsh\dl" 4oy Adswpoma
long-standing tradiion of regional bafance by
empowefing communities, particularly  through
inifiatives like LEADER and CLLD. The

g priorities,
!wgels and mmmg mechanisms.

Summary of main impacts

NAME OF THE LIVING LAB: &
Py COUNTRY/REGION:
A TITLE OF THE INITIATIVE: 11
- ‘ : ‘
Initiative ID

’ Prosperous Rural Areas

The programme views a vibvanl, dverse economy as
behq key to archipsiago vitality. R plm

dﬁlﬂng humm mmmmm
betwesn focal enteprensurs and youth is supported.

prog!

\-ﬂh.‘ TMMmm

actively p focal jon and the co- md“ hough support for the
aednndnmvahamnndeh It 5 less
graphic challenges by gnising the rise of aualmehusmpdmmmnhm
| residency and pi g services tafored o and local vakie chains underscores an effort 1o
multiresidence palterns sirengthen ecanomic opportunties.
w Connected Rural Areas @Resilient Rural Areas
Digital and physical ity are central priorit E and clinate resfience are strongly
in the Finnish Isiand Development Act The d The L ,isseenasu!ut'ng
P treats digital ivity a5 equally vital  ground for k g
as physical acoess, enabling remole work and service enesgy .m drcular  economy ;ncbm Local
delvery. Strategic  objecti include  improving X is g o reduce
infrastructure, such as road and cyding routes, as well i L pr dimate
s infroducing flexible mobility options that cater to fi bedded in the |sland
seasoral population shifls. Notably, efforts 8iso focus  Development Act stress the protection of natural
mmwﬂmwwumh and R rights.
which is for supporting locab Social is anoter pricrity, with spedfic
m@mmmm recogniion of equalty and social security.

Level of initiative

The initiative is multidevel, characlerised by a
govemance model which allows regionspacific

Rural Relevance

Themawlw[uunmh‘tomlpmwmmbd

adaptation of polcies undar the

Stage of the initiative

A&um:dﬁcdpwlxzbonnm th:S!ra!agyu

and ies in rural areas thrve®
bedding rural g ions throughout its vision and
outcomes framework.

Nature of the initiative

y in the stage, with
ys being developed and an initial
mluing'mlmkmplmuol.lmym

The inifiative is binding it sets guiding
princi targets and recommended
approaches. The itself is advisory, framing
b islation and

Summary of main impacts

‘ProsporousRuralAna

The Stralegy empowers rural communities through  The Stralegy envisions rural areas as drivers of a
place-based planning tools such as  Local bl 'y ing the y
Development Plans, which promote parficipaiory  crcular e and small busi growth. It

n land use i and dity  pi green jobs, value-added natural products,
goals. These L ge local hp and p group support 1o foster diversified and
in shaping rural futures, blending envionmental  thriving local economies.

with social i «

m Connected Rural Areas

Al gh not ifically b d on infrastructure, the

Strategy skils  de digtal

pﬂlamsfamuudmydm.:ﬂmmvm

planning, particulary in reral and remole seftings.

Dgidlnabmwbonrmﬂlymmum
blers of indusion and | justice

@ Resilient Rural Areas

Central o the Strategy is the restoration and protection
dmmm—mm;m
biodiversity, - from
agriculiure. smmmnmmdm
agenda is clear, as the Stralegy commils to nature.
based solutions and irouk
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Thank you for your attention
Questions welcome

GRANULAR

o @ruralgranular
@ @ruralgranular
o @ruralgranular

www.ruralgranular.eu
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