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Background

1st RP Conference took place in June 2022 (almost 3 years):

Endorse the proposal for the Rural Pact with rural stakeholders

Took place in an urban area

New European Parliament & European Commission —> New
policy players in place

3 years of implementation of the Rural Vision 2040, Rural Action
Plan and Rural Pact

RPCG Declaration

Vision for Agriculture (commitment to update the Rural Action
Plan)

Consultation with RPCG members in December 2024

PACT

Rural Pact proposal

‘With the adoption of the Communication on a Long-term Vision for the EU’s rural areas, the European
Commission committed to setting-up a Rural Pact. This Pact will contribute to reaching the shared goals
of the Longterm Vision for the EU’s rural areas but also fits into the EU's broader commitment of
impiementing the Unted Nation's Sustainable Development Goals and ensuring balanced territorial
develo

| Action Plan, which was adopted with the Long-term Vision for the EU's rural
nts the European Commission's commitment to acting for rural areas.
3 Rural Pact, which aims to strengthen muki-evel

5365 X

h have a key role to play In the future of

lassified 35 contributing to three broad

* Prasisency of the Coundil of the EU, the European Comeittes of the Regions, the European Economic and Social
o

Comenittoe, ELARD, PREPARE and ERCA from the European Rural Pariament, as well 35 the Ewropean Padiament
and the European network for Rural Developmant as osarvers.



https://rural-vision.europa.eu/events/rural-pact-conference-2022-06-15_en
https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf

Focus & approach

This 2nd RP Conference will take place in a rural area in Belgium (Pecq),
A clear focus and target on the Rural Pact Community and action at local level

Focus:

Exchange and draw lessons from the Rural Action Plan and co-create ideas to keep
advancing towards stronger, connected, resilient and prosperous rural areas through
an updated Rural Action Plan and future policies;

Boost networking opportunities among the Rural Pact community members and
build capacities for action;

Facilitate exchanges to collect ideas and recommendations to guide future Rural
Pact action.



Agenda (Structure)

DEVA Day 2

Political discussion + networking Policy exchanges + capacity building

Participatory sessions:
» Co-create proposals to update the rural
action plan and advance with Rural Pact
Exchange on actions and policy
recommendations to advance in key topics
for rural areas

Policy session: Advancing with the Rural
Vision, the Rural Pact and rural policies .

Networking session: Main recommendations: Report backs
Rural Pact Community committing to from the participatory sessions and main
action for the Rural Vision conclusions and recommendations
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Conference - Overview

Date: 16-17 September 2025

Participants: 250 — Balance
type of stakeholders and
countries

= Accepted participants

informed (More than 500 _ elefiitee
. . _ Local Action Group | speakers to be
applications) Public authority {21%) (LAG) (109%) confirmed {8%)

- 125 will be supported
with travel and

accommodation Rural/CA
P
Countries: All EU MS + 5 Non- Academic/re | Business Metwork

EU (UK, Georgia, Albania, <earch (5%) (3%)

. . Mon-governmental { civil society institution
Armenia and Ukraine) organisation {28%) EU Institution (189) {5%) Press (1%)]
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Conference — Agenda (Day 1)

Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms &

Commissionaire for Agriculture and Food (_) 16 September 2025 (Day 1)

Citizens perspective 1400-1500  Registration to the event’
15.00 - 15.45 Welcome and opening interventions

Member State Advancing with the Rural Vision and Rural High-lave opening

Raffaele Fitto, Executive Vice-President for Cohesion and Reforms
Christophe Hansen, Commissionaire for Agriculture and Food

PaCt (M .ln i'Ste r leve I') Living in Europe’s rural areas today: A citizen perspective

Member of the Rural Pact
15.45 - 16.30 Setting the scene: Integrating EU policies at EU and Member State levels

Key C ha I'I'e n ges a nd O p po rtu n iti'es a head fo r th e fUtu re Of Advancing with the Rural Vision and Rural Pact in Member States
A high-level representative of a national government

ru ra l. a rea S (Dorothée A"ain-Dupl"é, Head Of the Regional Development Key challenges and opportunities ahead for the future of rural areas
Keynote speaker

and Multi-level Governance Division, Centre for Entrepreneurship, SMEs, a:p.if,i::,.,m voices through the Rural Pact

. oy Rural Pact Coordination Grou
Regions and cities, OECD) {Cooranation Grov

16.30 - 17.00 Coffee Break
Am p l'i'fy.ln g ru ra l' VO i'ces th ro u g h th e Ru ra l Pa Ct’ _ e :::nr:::::::a'lr‘:’;:::;?:v:frer:::e:::es from EU institutions/organisations

_ 18.15-18.30 Transition to the Networking session

18.30 - 19.30 Networking session: the Rural Pact Community committing to action
Networking spaces led by key organisations within the Rural Pact Community for focused

I nte r.ln St.ltut'lo na l, pa n el exchanges, networking and plan join actions on key topics.

19.30 - 21.00 Conference Dinner*



Conference — Agenda (Day 1)

Networking corners (RurallPact Coordination Group)

Tentative titles of the networking sessions

Rural Youth: Together for the present and the future of
rural development!

Leading Organisations

Rural Youth Europe, European Rural Youth Observatory,
GAL Meridaunia

Environmental actions in rural areas: toolbox for a ECOLISE
community-led transition
LEADER LAGs supporting the Rural Pact at local level ELARD

Rural Research & Evidence-Based Policy Making for the
LTVRA

University College Dublin UCD), Ireland Natural Resources
Institute (Luke), Finland European Rural Development
Network (ERDN)

Mountain areas

Euromontana

Village Vibes: Smart Villages for Rural Future

Smart Villages Network Services

Bottom-up Village Plans: Communities building their own
future

Rural Pact Netherlands

Implementing the rural vision in practice

Ministry of Agriculture, Hungary

Community-Led Innovation in Action (Project exhibition)

PREPARE




Conference — Agenda (Day 2)

Acting for rural areas under a new political landscape (Mihail Dumitru, Acting Director General, DG AGRI,
European Commission - to be confirmed)

Group discussions
Driving rural society to the digital era
Benefitting from the energy transition
Making rural attractive places young generations
Empowering local communities to enhance resilience
Boosting innovative and competitive rural economies and businesses
Ensuring the right to stay of rural citizens combatting depopulation with adequate services
Building inclusive rural communities

Driving local prosperity through bioeconomy

Key recommendations for the future: Report back and stakeholder panel.



Conference — Group Discussions

|dentify the main outstanding deficits and needs and emerging opportunities which require focus or attention.
Exchange on actions and policy recommendations needed to advance.

Develop concrete proposal to update the Rural Action Plan or contribute to further develop ideas proposed by
Commission services and advance with the Rural Pact.

Presentation from the EC

(AGRI, REGIO, CNECT, ENER,
EAC, GROW, EMPL, ENV)

Discussion in groups




Funded by
the European Union

Thank you!

Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member _en

OXO0DO

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu



http://www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/
https://www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://www.facebook.com/EURuralPact
https://twitter.com/EURuralPact
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-rural-pact/
https://www.youtube.com/@EUruralpact
https://bsky.app/profile/eururalpact.bsky.social
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