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Sustainable tourism for rural 
regeneration 

But first, does sustainable tourism exist?

Not sure, but if you include local communities in:

• designing activities and experiences that are 
attractive for citizens and for tourists

• preserving and caring for local heritage and 
resources

• Understanding where and why potential 
conflicts may rise to anticipate /be able to 
properly face them

• Ensuring that they would be the first 
beneficiary of tourism activities…

Then, maybe….



Sustainable tourism for rural 
regeneration 

RURITAGE (H2020, ended September 2022) RURACTIVE (HE, ongoing until August 2027)



What did we want to do in 
RURITAGE?

RURITAGE aimed at demonstrating how Cultural and Natural 
Heritage can emerge as a driver of sustainable development 

and competitiveness, by the recognition of rural areas as 
‘poles of excellence’ in heritage capitalization

What did we want to do in RURITAGE?



How did we do it?



The Rural Heritage Hubs

The communities



7

Rural Heritage Hub: the co-development 
process



What kind of tourism experience 
we developed?

20 unique tourism lighthouses in Magma 
UNESCO Global Geopark, identified and 
managed by the local community

Co-created design marketing for Kozak 
plateau with women association 



What kind of tourism experience 
we developed?

Walking maps and hiking tours 
in ARGE Geopark

ART exhibition for all in Negova
Castle



What kind of tourism experience 
we developed?

Co-created content for virtual 
reality hiking tour

Annual Rural Art Festival – 4th edition in 
2024 after 2 years of end of the project



What did we want to do in 
RURITAGE?What do we want to di in RURACTIVE?



Interested in learning how?



www.unibo.it

Claudia de Luca

Department of Architecture

Claudia.deluca5@unibo.it


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: Sustainable tourism for rural regeneration 
	Slide 3: Sustainable tourism for rural regeneration 
	Slide 4: What did we want to do in RURITAGE?
	Slide 5: How did we do it?
	Slide 6: The Rural Heritage Hubs
	Slide 7: Rural Heritage Hub: the co-development process
	Slide 8: What kind of tourism experience we developed?
	Slide 9: What kind of tourism experience we developed?
	Slide 10: What kind of tourism experience we developed?
	Slide 11: What do we want to di in RURACTIVE?
	Slide 12: Interested in learning how?
	Slide 13

