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Improving policies for the promotion of Smart Villages and rural 

digital transformation

Objective: Revised funding priorities in the rural areas of the partner countries

• Implementation of the Smart Village concept

• Decreased digital gaps between urban and rural areas

www.interregeurope.eu/digital-rural



Digital Rural shares 
and develops effective
digitization policies to 

equalize access to
services and increase 

capacity in rural areas.

➢Coordinated by MAICh, 

Sustainable Agriculture 

Department

➢12 partners in 8 countries 

(GR, EE, HU, IR, LV, NL, 

PL, SI)

➢4 years (2024-2028)



Improving policies for the promotion of Smart Villages 

and rural digital transformation

Methodology with 2 approaches:

➢ TOP-DOWN: Effective policies transferred from partner 

regions - implement innovative policies learned in the 

interregional exchange

➢ BOTTOM-UP: Stakeholder consultation to address local 
requirements – define the Digital Policy Assessments



Good Practices

∙ Related to Regional Development Policy

∙ Of potential interest to other regions

∙ Proven successful  > TANGIBLE QUANTIFIABLE RESULTS 

Minimum 12 to be identified  



Rural Digital Hubs to support Employment, Training and Local Economic Development  

Digital Sustainable Cultural and Tourism Initiatives 

Smart Farming Technologies



Policy Improvement

∙ New projects financed

∙ Change in policy management (e.g. modifying the way calls 

or instruments are evaluated or managed)

∙ Revision of policy instrument 
➢ Digital Rural partners will connect a good practice observed 

during the interregional meetings with a policy improvement in 

their region.

➢ Lessons learned from the project will inspire/trigger the change. 





Digital Rural will use the regional 
assessments, the interregional 

exchanges and the best practices 
identified to define policy 

improvements. 



Thank you for 
your attention!
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