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German members of the CoR met in early 
2024 to discuss rural development : 

• Thomas Schmidt (Minister for Regional 
Development, Saxony)

• Matthias Wunderling Weilbier (State Secretary for 
the Ministry for Regional 
Development, Lower Saxony)  

• Thomas Habermann (President of the County of 
Rhön-Grabfeld)



• A first draft was drafted shortly after by the 
three respective administrations

• The goal was to have 
a discussion based concrete numbers and proposals

• The paper was finalised and sent to the German 
Delegation

• 16 members have agreed to support the position paper
• It has been sent to the EC, Members of the European 

Parliament and national ministries in July 2024



1."Extended Status Quo" by strengthening the Structural Policy 
Orientation in the EAFRD and the Territorial Dimension in the Structural 
Funds



2. Creation of a Structural Fund for Rural Development ("ESFRD") Based 
on Article 174 (3) TFEU



3. Expansion of Cohesion Policy by adding EAFRD goals beyond the 
Agricultural Sector to the Common Provisions Regulation 
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