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the Long-Term vision for rural areas
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The long-term vision for EU’s rural areas

Rural areas are a formative part of the European economy 
and cultural diversity. 

They are home to hundreds of millions of Europeans who 
enjoy living and working there. We stand by their side 
and want Europe's rural areas to flourish. 

Europe is investing in rural areas because their prospects 
are Europe's future.

European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen
27 March 2024
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Shared goals for 
2040

Rural action plan (EC)
&

Rural Pact (everyone)

The rural vision by 2040

EU policies

LEADER networking 



The Rural Pact
Participatory process

The Rural Pact is a formal space and framework to boost 
cooperation between national, regional and local governments, civil 
society organisations, businesses, academics and citizens to act towards 
the shared goals of the rural vision. 

What is the Rural Pact ?



Report on the implementation of the long-
term vision for EU’s rural areas

Report from the EC

(March 2024)

1. New evidence under the four action areas 

2. Looking back at 30 months of implementation 

3. Looking forward 

1. Questions for the future

• What are the key challenges arising from depopulation, 
ongoing transitions and structural changes for which EU 
interventions provide added value? 

•  How to enhance financial support for rural areas and 
communities through EU, national and regional funds, 
including improving synergies and complementarities between 
them?  

• What is needed to improve financing, quality of delivery and 
effectiveness through territorial tools such as CLLD/LEADER? 

4. Conclusions and next steps

Staff working documents: ‘Taking stock of rural action plan implementation’ & ‘Reviewed EU rural action plan’

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:COM_2024_0450_FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:SWD_2024_0450_FIN
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:SWD_2024_0451_FIN


The Rural Pact – Supporting networking for 
LEADER Cooperation

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/sites/default/files/publications/2023-11/rpso-policy-briefing-make-rp-happen-member-states.pdf


www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en

Join the Rural Pact Community and online platform

www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en 

 

Thank you!

http://www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/
https://www.ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/become-member_en
https://www.facebook.com/EURuralPact
https://twitter.com/EURuralPact
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-rural-pact/
https://www.youtube.com/@EUruralpact
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