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Starting point: 

DG REGIO 2023 study on „The geography of EU discontent and the 
regional development trap”

Key questions of study “Rural areas and the geography of 
discontent” by Milieu Consulting and CASE for the CoR:

- rural-urban differences in support for Eurosceptic parties in 
national elections

- rural voters’ motivations for supporting Eurosceptic parties in sub-
national elections

https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/06-12-2023-geography-of-discontent-regional-development-traps-lead-to-less-support-for-european-integration-and-values_en
https://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/whats-new/newsroom/06-12-2023-geography-of-discontent-regional-development-traps-lead-to-less-support-for-european-integration-and-values_en
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Rural%20areas%20and%20the%20geography%20of%20discontent/QG-02-24-120-EN-N%20Rural%20areas%20and%20geo%20discontent.pdf
https://cor.europa.eu/en/engage/studies/Documents/Rural%20areas%20and%20the%20geography%20of%20discontent/QG-02-24-120-EN-N%20Rural%20areas%20and%20geo%20discontent.pdf


Elections analysed

- Rural-urban patterns in national elections 2018-2023

- Case studies on 

- Sub-national elections in 
- France 2021, 

- Germany (Thuringia 2019, Saxony 2019 and Hessen 2023),

- Slovakia 2022, 

- Italy 2022-23 (Sicily, Lazio, Lombardy, Friuli-Venezia Giulia)

- National elections in Poland: comparing 2019 and 2023

- EU elections 2019 not covered for methodological reasons



Vote share for Eurosceptic parties, 

Member State national elections 

(25% threshold)



Main findings

• Euroscepticism in EU: Spans political spectrum; varies by state 
history, culture

• Rural vs. urban: Stronger in rural areas; varies by Member State

• Subnational to national pattern: Starts locally, gains national 
momentum

• Parties adapting to rural discontent: Adjust platforms and policies

• EU policy impacts on rural areas: Real or perceived 
disproportionate effects e.g. of CAP and Green Deal policies, 
driving socio-economic challenges and cultural disparities





www.cor.europa.eu

EU_CoR

European.Committee.of.the.Regions

european-committee-of-the-regions

eu_regions_cities

http://www.cor.europa.eu/
https://twitter.com/EU_CoR
https://www.facebook.com/European.Committee.of.the.Regions/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-committee-of-the-regions/
https://www.instagram.com/eu_regions_cities/
https://www.facebook.com/European.Committee.of.the.Regions/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/european-committee-of-the-regions/
https://www.instagram.com/eu_regions_cities/


Credits and re-use policy

© European Union, 2024

Unless otherwise noted, the reuse of this document is authorised under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
(CC BY 4.0) licence (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/). This means that reuse is allowed provided appropriate 
credit is given and any changes are indicated.

For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the European Union, permission may need to be sought 
directly from the respective copyright holders. Accordingly, you are required to clear additional rights if a specific content 
includes third-party works. Where permission is obtained, such permission shall cancel and replace the above-mentioned 
general permission and shall clearly indicate any restrictions on use.

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Slide 1: Study: Rural areas and the geography of discontent
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: Elections analysed
	Slide 4
	Slide 5: Main findings
	Slide 6: Thank you
	Slide 7: Backpage – “Follow us” information
	Slide 8: Credits and re-use policy

