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The long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas

10 SHARED GOALS FOR 2040

LONG-TERM VISION FOR RURAL AREAS

1. Attractive spaces, developed in harmonious territorial development

2. Engaged in multi-level and place-based governance

3. Providers of food security, economic opportunities, goods and services for 
wider society

4. Dynamic communities focusing on well-being

5. Inclusive communities

6. Flourishing sources of nature

7. Fully benefiting from digital innovation

8. Entrepreneurial, innovative and skilled people

9. Lively places equipped with efficient, accessible and affordable public and 
private services

10. Places of diversity

« Goal 2: Engaged in 
multi-level and place-

based governance, 
developing integrated 

strategies using 
collaborative and 

participatory approaches, 
benefitting from tailor-
made policy mixes and 

interdependencies 
between urban and rural 

areas.»
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The long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas

LONG-TERM VISION FOR RURAL AREAS

1. Rural revitalisation platform

2. Research and innovation for rural communities

3. Sustainable multimodal mobility best practices for rural areas

4. Rural digital futures

5. Support rural municipalities in energy transition and fighting climate change

6. Climate action in peatland through carbon farming

7. EU mission: a soil deal for Europe

8. Social resilience and women in rural areas

9. Entrepreneurship and social economy in rural areas

9 Flagship 
initiatives

10 SHARED GOALS FOR 2040

EU RURAL ACTION PLAN

Connected

ResilientProsperous

Support education, training, 
youth, sport and volunteering in 
rural areas

• Framework of inclusion 
measures in ERASMUS+ and 
ESC. 

• EU youth Strategy Goal 6 
“Moving rural youth 
forward” 

• EU-CoE Youth Partnership’
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The long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas

LONG-TERM VISION FOR RURAL AREAS

EU RURAL ACTION PLAN

1. Rural Observatory

2. Functional Rural Areas

3. Improved Statistics

4. Rural Proofing

5. Toolkit on EU funding

6. Rural Pact

10 SHARED GOALS FOR 2040

6 
Horizontal 

actions

Connected

ResilientProsperous
Stronger
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The Rural Pact

Proposal endorsed
Rural Pact Conference (15-16 June 2022)

Participatory process

The Rural Pact is a formal space and framework to boost 
cooperation between national, regional and local governments, civil 
society organisations, businesses, academics and citizens to act towards 
the shared goals of the rural vision. 

What is the Rural Pact ?
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The Rural Pact - Objectives

Amplify the voice of rural 
areas and bring them up in 

policy agendas

Rural Pact Proposal: https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf 

Networking, collaboration 
& mutual learning

Commitments to act

Join the Rural Pact Community! https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/RuralPact

https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-07/rural-pact-proposal_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/RuralPact
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The Rural Pact Community Members

Join the Rural Pact Community! https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/RuralPact

Public authorities

Academic and R&I

Civil Society

Businesses

Individuals

+2400
Rural Pact 
Community 
Members by 
April 2024

+120
Commitments to 
act

Participating in the Pact = Committing to act for one or more of its objectives

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/RuralPact
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Rural Pact Support Office

The Rural Pact

Rural Pact Coordination Group Rural Pact Support Office

• Informal group steering the Rural 
Pact process

• Three-year mandate

• Learn more here

• Provide facilitation services to the Rural Pact community

• Networking and information

• Build synergies with networks and governing bodies

• Evaluate needs of the RP community and support its work

https://ruralpact.rural-vision.europa.eu/RPCG


#RuralVisionEU

Report on the implementation of the long-
term vision for EU’s rural areas

Report from the EC

(March 2024)

1. New evidence under the four action areas 
2. Looking back at 30 moths of implementation 

2.1. How do EU policies contribute to rural areas?
2.2. Where are we with the implementation of the 
EU rural action plan?
2.3. The launch and development of the rural pact 

3. Looking forward 
1. Consolidating achievements and implementing 

the EU rural action plan 
2. Consolidating the rural pact 
3. Reflecting how to enhance support for rural 

areas in the future 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/ALL/?uri=comnat:COM_2024_0450_FIN


Rural Pact Community – Join us
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/RuralPact 

https://rural-vision.europa.eu/ 

THANK YOU

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/RuralPact
https://www.facebook.com/EURuralPact
https://twitter.com/EURuralPact
https://www.linkedin.com/company/eu-rural-pact/
https://rural-vision.europa.eu/
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