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Climate and Energy Fund 

• founded 2007 – by the Austrian Federal 
Government

• Fund under public law

Model regions in Austria – March 20, 2024

push the energy
transition

implement mobility
transition

enabling climate-
neutral, resource-
efficient companies

making buildings, 
regions and cities 

climate-neutral and 
resilient

raise awareness, 
advise, participate & 

finance

„We see ourselves as an instrument 
that initiates and promotes technologies that – 

in line with the 2040 climate goals - quickly have an 
impact and strengthen Austria’s 
independence and resilience.“ 

Bernd Vogl, CEO



KEM
Climate and Energy Model Regions

• program started in 2009

• supports regions that have made “becoming independent 
of fossil fuels” their prime target

• drawing on the regions’ own resources and by meeting 
energy demand with a smart mix of renewable energy 
generation, enhanced energy efficiency and smart 
controls
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The two pillars of climate 
policy

Paris Agreement (2016): Equality between the two pillars 
of international climate policy
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ADAPTATIONMITIGATION



KLAR!
Climate Change Adaptation Model Regions
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• program started in 2016

• give regions the opportunity to prepare for climate 
change, to minimize the negative consequences through 
adaptation measures and to take advantage of the 
opportunities that arise

• the Climate and Energy Fund ensures through continuing 
education that the KLAR! regions use the existing 
findings and information from science for their work



KLAR! Factsheets
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Framework of KEM & KLAR

• bottom-up programs with a given framework and support

• 25% of the municipalities' own resources is mandatory

• funding recipients only include municipalities and public 
bodies

• relation to state and federal strategies

• support through continuing education, network & 
information events
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• 124 KEM regions

o 1.134 municipalities

o 3,28 Mio. inhabitants

• 89 KLAR! regions

o 750 municipalities

o 2,06 Mio. inhabitants
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Success factors in KEM & KLAR

1. An implementation concept

2. A driving force on location

3. Integration of the region into the development process
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The managers – a strong network
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Austria-wide
networking

Contact with 
experts and 
scientists

Regular training
meetings



Project Examples
Climate and Energy Model Regions
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Photovoltaic-Offensive Heat transition with near-

surface geothermal energy

Carsharing 

More examples here: https://www.klimaundenergiemodellregionen.at/ 

https://www.klimaundenergiemodellregionen.at/


Project Examples
Climate Change Adaptation Model Regions
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Safety measures at the 

retention basin

Climate-fit renovation of 

the primary school

Installation of 55 

temperature sensors for 

live heat map

More examples here: https://klar-anpassungsregionen.at/ 

https://klar-anpassungsregionen.at/


Summary KEM & KLAR

• Bottom-up programs with a given framework and support

• Key-Factor: a manager on location

• Individual concepts for local challenges

• Integration of all relevant stakeholders and the 

community in the region 
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Thank you!

Climate and Energy Fund
Leopold-Ungar-Platz 2 | Stiege 1 | Top 142 
1190 Wien 
E-Mail: klar@klimafonds.gv.at

kem@klimafonds.gv.at
Web: www.klimafonds.gv.at 

mailto:klar@klimafonds.gv.at
mailto:kem@klimafonds.gv.at
https://www.klimafonds.gv.at/
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