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A few words about the JRC
The JRC provides 
independent, evidence-based 
knowledge and science, 
supporting EU policies to 
positively impact society.

Develops innovative tools and 
make them available to 
policymakers

Analyses emerging issues 
that need to be addressed at 
EU level
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1. STRAT-Board 

2. Handbook of Territorial Development strategies

3. SAT4TER- Self-Assessment Tool for Territorial and Local 
Development strategies

4. Policy Atlas of Sustainable Urban Development for Small 
Urban Areas

5. Rural Observatory

6. European Startup Village Forum

7. Rural toolkit

Tool that will be presented:
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STRAT-Board
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• Database and online mapping tool             
to visualize and analyze urban and territorial 
strategies supported by the Cohesion Policy 
in 2014-2020

• First online version June 2018

• Two surveys to MAs

• Almost 2000 strategies have been mapped 

• allows users to explore strategies on different 
geographical levels (from countries to 
localities), as well as by spatial focus, 
thematic objectives, size of population, 
funding arrangements and implementation 
mechanisms. 

• 2021-2027 on going

STRAT-Board
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WHY
• EU Cohesion Policy 2014-2020 put great emphasis on the concept of 

integrated approach to territorial and urban development, but                                             
no detailed information on its implementation on the ground

WHAT
• Strategies for Sustainable Urban Development (SUD), 

• Integrated Territorial Investment (ITI, both SUD/non-SUD),

• Community-led Local Development (CLLD) strategies (non-SUD).

STRAT-Board: focus on strategies
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Map

Strategy identification and 
localisation by reference 
point.  Colour coded map
(more options)

Filtering
On/Off options:
• SUD and non-SUD

AND and OR operators 
available for ESIF Type 
and Thematic Objectives

Filters apply to strategies 
in the map but also 
under the tabs Overview, 
Funding, Thematic 
Objectives and 
Datatable positioned on 
the right of the map

Strategy Fact-sheet
Accessible by clicking on 
the reference point

Searching
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Tabs
Overview, Funding 
and Thematic 
Objectives are 
dynamic charts that 
work together for 
filtering strategies
Strategies can be 
filtered by clicking 
directly on pie-charts 
and bar-charts, also 
in combination

Bar-charts

Pie-charts
Some of the information 
in the pie-charts can be 
visualised also through 
the colour- coded maps
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Country Fact-sheet 
Aggregated info at 
Country level
Map with territorial 
coverage
Key facts in short
Link to the UDPplus

Datatable
The datatable shows 
strategies according to 
the filters applied
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Strategy Fact-sheet
Accessible by clicking on 
the dot representing the 
strategy in the map 
Basic info at strategy level
Map with territorial 
coverage Link to related initiatives 

and relevant websites

Link to the Handbook
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New page! Learning from practice
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Handbook of Territorial and 
Local Development 
Strategies
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Handbook of Territorial and Local Development 
Strategies

Link to JRC Publications Repository:  
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC130788
Link to interactive page: https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/territorialstrategies/

The ‘Handbook of Territorial and Local Development 
Strategies’ provides valuable knowledge on how to 
design and implement integrated strategies in areas 
other than urban areas. 

It aims to serve managing authorities of operational 
programmes, local strategy owners as well as other 
stakeholders involved in the process.

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC130788
https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/territorialstrategies/
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Table of contents
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SAT4TER
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Self-Assessment Tool for Territorial and Local 
Development strategies

• This tool helps Local Authorities and national and regional Managing 
Authorities of EU Cohesion Policy to evaluate new or existing 
integrated territorial development strategies under the Policy Objective 
5, specific objectives 2.

• to identify those elements that need to be strengthened as well as 
opportunities for improvement 
• Built around the six building blocks of the Territorial Handbook
• Can be used in all the steps of the policy cycles (design, 
implementation, evaluation)

Link to the tool: 
https://urban.jrc.ec.e
uropa.eu/sat4ter/en

https://urban.jrc.ec.europa.eu/sat4ter/en
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Strategy name
Automatically chosen 
from the STRAT-Board 
repository

Factsheet
Link to the strategy’s 
factsheet from STRAT-
Board

Graphs
Downloadable 
summarising the whole 
results – visual tools for 
discussion

Statements
26 questions on which 
to reflect on, divided by 
Building Block

Scores
From 1 to 4 plus NA

Notes
Useful to share 
reasoning with the 
others

Additional resources
Links to the SUD Handbook, 
challenges and learning from 
practice to help improving 
the scores
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Policy Atlas of Sustainable 
Urban Development for Small 
Urban Areas
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Target: Policy-makers (local authorities), 
practitioners, academics

Aim: It provides for a compass for navigating 
the policy challenges of sustainable urban 
development in SUAs, facilitating the promotion 
of strategies tailored to their needs

The Policy Atlas of Sustainable Urban 
Development for Small Urban Areas

To download the report: 
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JR
C132926

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132926
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Objectives and structure of the Atlas
• To provide an operational definition of SUAs that can be adopted 
at EU level.
• To identify the main trends concerning SUAs and, linked to this, the 
specific development challenges they are facing.

• To uncover the main policy approaches put forward by SUAs in 
facing the above-identified challenges.

• To analyse how SUAs implemented SUD strategies in the 2014-
2020 programming period, providing inspirational examples from 
which to draw recommendations for the current programming period.
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I
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1. Re-activating places for people and community. Improving the built environment and 
activating these spaces for the benefit of the local community.

2. Re-discovering uniqueness. Projects to capitalise on endogenous local assets linked to 
the specificity of their territories. 

3. Re-connecting with nature for a sustainable future. Initiatives that utilise nature as the 
key pillar for sustainable local development

4. Re-inventing smart public services. Improving the access and functionality of public 
services to promote individual and community well-being in SUAs.

5. Re-imaging governance and partnerships. Transforming the way SUAs build multi-
stakeholder, multi-level and cross-departmental structures to better address local 
challenges. 

Five policy approaches
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Rural Observatory 
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Rural Observatory

• is a flagship initiative of the European Union, 
foreseen in the European Commission’s Long-
Term Vision for Rural Areas and developed 
by the JRC + DG AGRI + DG REGIO.

• This platform will provide more and better data 
about rural areas. In particular, the platform 
will help you to visualise how rural areas stand 
with respect to key economic, social and 
demographic indicators thanks to interactive 
maps and graphs. 

• It is structured across four functionalities:

To access the page: https://observatory.rural-
vision.europa.eu/?lng=en&ctx=RUROBS

https://observatory.rural-vision.europa.eu/?lng=en&ctx=RUROBS
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Rural toolkit 
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The Rural toolkit is an online dashboard of 
funding opportunities for rural development

Hosted under the Rural Vision platform
(together with the Rural Observatory)

• Multi-stakeholder validation: June 2023

• Second multi-stakeholder validation: Oct 23

• Final version: December 2023 

• Official launch: February 2024 (date TBC)

Main info

Where it will be hosted: https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/cross-cutting/toolkit

https://rural-vision.europa.eu/action-plan/cross-cutting/toolkit
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Be a guide on the different funding opportunities offered by the 2021-
2027 budget, centralising information in one web tool 

Provide a framework on how to trigger revitalisation of rural areas, 
giving special attention to integrated territorial and local development 
strategies

Be accessible to rural local actors

Be written in plain language, easy to understand

Provide inspirational solutions and examples

Objectives of the Rural toolkit
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The final aim is that of promoting revitalisation and sustainable local 
development to tackle existing challenges, and unleash the potential of 
rural areas:

Key aspects that characterize the toolkit

 Support to place-based policy in rural 
areas

 Promote integrated actions (in the 4 areas 
of the LTVRA) and combination of funding 
sources

 Target rural local stakeholders 
(municipalities, local action groups, smart 
villages, start-up villages, NGOs, business 
or other associations, SMEs, etc.)
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Explanatory and promotional video

There will be a Q&A 
and glossary section
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• ID cards with key info on successful project 
using mono-fund

• Extended fiches combining funds

Filters:
• mono/co

mbination 
• pillars of 

LTVRA
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EUROPEAN STARTUP
VILLAGE FORUM
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The Startup Village Forum initiative aims

• to create an open and inclusive space
for rural stakeholders for sharing and
learning from each other

• to better understand the dynamics of
entrepreneurship and innovation in
rural areas

• to strengthen territorial ecosystems and
contribute to accelerate the spread and
adoption of innovation in rural areas.

European Startup Village Forum
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A place (or a network of small places) that embraces
innovation and ambitious entrepreneurship as a
way to unlock development potential and support
wellbeing in rural areas.

By combining local place, people, and purpose with
external knowledge, resources, and markets, a
Startup Village strives to provide favourable conditions
for entrepreneurial and innovative ecosystems to
flourish.

What is a Startup Village?

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132646

https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC132646
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Startup Village Mapping Tool
Available on 
https://startup-forum.rural-vision.europa.eu

https://startup-forum.rural-vision.europa.eu/?lng=en
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Thank you

© European Union 2023

Unless otherwise noted the reuse of this presentation is authorised under the CC BY 4.0 license. For any use or reproduction of elements that are not owned by the 
EU, permission may need to be sought directly from the respective right holders.

Giulia TESTORI: giulia.testori@ec.europa.eu
Terry STAVROPOULOS: Eleftherios.stavropoulos@ec.europa.eu

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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